2014 Calendar of Events
January 4

EISA Board Meeting @ Sandy Ambrogi's home

February 7

EISA All Breed/All American Dog Obedience Trial
Westchester Hilton, Rye, New York
Anne Marie Kubacz--chairperson

February 9

EISA Indoor-- Westchester Hilton, Rye, New York
Breed - Frank Martire
Sweeps – Heidi Laabs
Lynne Kwaitkowski—chairperson

:

Winter Issue

March 21-23

ISCA Walking Field Trial, Hunt Test and
1st Walking Gun Dog Championship
Petersburg, Delaware

March 22

EISA General Meeting and Supported Entry
New Brunswick KC, Edison, NJ
Breed: Frank Kane
Sweeps: Lynn Kwaitkowski

May 3rd

EISA Picnic & General Meeting & Supported entry
Board meeting to be held after general meeting
Bucks County KC
Breed: to be announced
Sweeps: Deirdre Dunbar
Meeting time: after conclusion of judging
Picnic coordinator-Lydia Miller
Annual Plaques and picnic
Lydia Miller, Plaque chairperson

May 23 or 24

Atlantic Shores Cluster Supported entry Weekend
Judges to be announced
Picnic Coordinator Needed

June 10-14

Irish Setter Club of America National Specialty
Sandusky, Ohio

July 27

EISA Board Meeting
Allen’s Kennel, 9:30am

July 27

5th Annual Irish Setter Carnival of Fun &
General Membership Meeting
Fun day for all Irish Setters and their owners
Pot luck lunch
Allen’s Kennels Moorestown New Jersey Noon
Co-Chairs: Lynn Kwiatkowski & Lynne Godshall

September 6

EISA General Meeting & Supported Entry
Somerset Hills KC
Judge: to be announced
Sweeps: to be announced
Picnic after Irish setter judging
Picnic coordinator: Volunteer Needed

September 14-15 EISA Field Trial & General Membership Meeting
Petersburg, DE
Chairperson: Suz Sullivan
Secretary: Sandy Jones
Will feature VCX and VCA stakes
October 3-5

Harvest Setter Specialty Cluster, CT
EISA independent specialty is Sunday October 5th in conjunction with ISCNE specialty and ISCCC specialties the
same weekend
Barbara Joyal, chairperson
Judges' hospitality coordinator: Karolynne McAteer
Chief Steward: Karolynne McAteer
Breed: Marjorie Martorella
Sweeps: John Frisby
Obedience & Rally - Mary Lou McCloskey
Raffle: Susan Sullivan & Denise Dolence

October 26
to conclusion

ISCA National Field Trial
Booneville, AR

November15

EISA Board Meeting conference call 7:30 PM

December 27

EISA General Membership, Election of Officers
Holiday Party – Volunteer needed to host party

2

2013 – Officers and Board Members of EISA
President – Lynn Kwiatkowski
3 Brook Dr
Chester, NJ 07930
908-955-7165
Cell: 201-274-6293
Lynnstar1@yahoo.com
Vice Pres – Fran Sloughfy
20 Maple shade Lane
Fleetwood, PA 19522
610-944-3633
sloughfyc@aol.com
Treasurer – Peter Kubacz
170 S. Hope Chapel Rd
Jackson, NJ 08527
732-367-9658
Cell: 908-770-4271
pkubacz@att.net

Rec.Secy. - Sandy Ambrogi
4 Pamela Dr
Randolph, NJ 08527
973-584-5825
ssambro@optonline.net

Cor.Secy. – AnneMarie Kubacz
170 S. Hope Chapel Rd
Jackson, NJ 08527
732-367-9658
Cell: 908-216-2367
rsetter@att.net

Class of 2014
Fiona Geiser
610-358-2950
Cell: 484-437-8777
Lynne Godshall
856-461-1389
Anne Smith
732-671-0646

Class of 2015
Brad Porterfield
Cell: 914-261-3807
Charlie Sloughfy
610-944-3633
Cell: 908-619-0929
Susan Sullivan
Cell: 443-286-7713

Class of 2016
Debra Hamilton
914-273-1095
Cell: 914-552-5021
Pat Lyons
610-558- 0976
Meghan Sheenan
908-246-6748
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EISA Committees


Bench Show Committee: Peter Kubacz, Brad Porterfield,
Lynn Kwiatkowski, Sandy Ambrogi, Lynne Godshall




Indoor 2014: Chair Breed Lynn Kwiatkowski
Chair Obedience Anne Marie Kubacz



Outdoor: chair Barbara Joyal



Grounds: chair Brad Porterfield



Judge's Hospitality EISA Outdoor: chair Karolynne McAteer



EISA Outdoor: chief steward Karolynne McAteer



Field trial: chair Susan Sullivan



Field trial: secretary: Sandy Jones



Membership: chair Fran Sloughfy



Blarney: editor Susan Sullivan



Picnic Bucks: coordinator Lydia Miller



Somerset: TBA



Trophies: chairs Nancy Salmon & Karolynne McAteer



Constitutional committee: M. O’Malley, D. Hamilton, F. Sloughfy



Plaques: chair Lydia Miller



Supported entry: coordinator Peter Kubacz



WGS: chairs Bob McKay & Anne Marie Kubacz



Irish Harvest Specialty: rep Barbara Joyal



EISA National Field Trial: rep Smokey Hiles



New Jersey Dog Federation: rep Susan Kwiatkowski



Carnival of Fun: chairs Lynn Kwiatkowski & Lynne Godshall



Audit: Lynne Godshall, Fran Sloughfy



Website: webmaster Fiona Geiser



Facebook page: Lynn Kwiatkowski



PR committee: chairs Debra Hamilton, Brad Porterfield



Agility Committee: chair Lynne Godshall
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EISA Members Honored
2013 AKC Breeder of the Year – Sporting Group Recipients: Randy,
Anne Marie and Peter Kubacz, Ramblin’ Red Irish Setters
This year the highest AKC Honor for our sporting family went to our own
Randy Anne Marie and Peter Kubacz. Ramblin‟ Red is the only Irish Setter
breeding program to produce both a National Field Trial winner and several
National Specialty winners. You can find Ramblin‟ Red setters in breed shows,
agility trials, obedience
competitions and on the
sofa in loving homes
throughout the country.
Having participated together for many years as
a powerful three-some,
Randy is now the strong
yet compassionate backbone of Ramblin‟ Red
while Anne Marie and
Peter actively participate
in a number of setter
related activities. The
Kubacz family-team is diligent; combining carefully analyzed breeding with
loving surroundings. They consistently produce beautiful, healthy dogs with
sound temperaments. However, breeding wonderful Irish Setters is not enough
for the Kubacz family.
Giving back to the breed they love and the people that own them exemplifies
the philosophy of Ramblin Red. They have mentored many junior showmanship participants, helped newcomers to the sport in and out of the ring and have
been available to answer questions from their owners and colleagues alike. The
health of all setters is a priority to Anne Marie, the chair of the ISCA Health
Committee. She is committed to „promoting research into medical problems
that affect our breed while disseminating information about medical discoveries and breakthroughs to all the members of the ISCA.‟ Peter is a full time
professional handler, caring for his clients‟ dogs with attentiveness and love.
He also serves as a board member of Take The Lead an organization that
“provides direct services, support and care for people in the sport of purebred
dogs who suffer the devastation of life-threatening or terminal illness.” In addition, he makes time to judge Junior Showmanship.
Ramblin‟ Red epitomizes what a sporting group Breeder of the Year should be
and we are grateful to have them as our friends and colleagues.
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2014 EISA Proposed Slate
President – Lynne Kwiatkowski
Vice Pres – Fran Sloughfy
Treasurer – Pete Kubacz
Corresponding Secretary – Anne Marie Kubacz
Recording Secretary – Sandy Ambrogi
Class of 2016 Board of Directors:
Debra Hamilton
Pat Lyons
Meghan Sheehan
The below Directors will continue their present terms.
Class of 2015
Brad Porterfield
Charlie Sloughfy
Susan Sullivan
Class of 2014
Fiona Geiser
Lynne Godshall
Anne Smith

EISA Dues Notice
EISA Membership Dues are now due & payable by January 1 st, 2014.
Individual: $25

Family – 2 at one address:

$35

Make your check payable to EISA, but mail it to:
Fran Sloughfy, 20 Maple Shade Lane, Fleetwood, PA 19522
Name:___________________________________________________________
Mailing address:_________________________________________________
Email address: _________________________________________________
Phone:_______________________Cell Phone:____________________________
Do you want a paper copy of TOB______
Prefer electronic copy of TOB_______
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Meeting of EISA board 7/21/13
Meeting was called to order at 10am by Lynn K.
Attending: Sandy Ambrogi, Fiona Geiser, Lynne Godshall, Debra Hamilton, Anne
Marie Kubacz, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Pat Lyons, Charlie Sloughfy, Fran Sloughfy,
Anne Smith, Susan Sullivan, Linda Tripodi.
Motion to approve minutes by Fran S, second by Fiona, approved.
Indoor: There was a discussion on indoor site. Multiple sites were discussed, and
some visited. E.G., Ann Marie, Bob McKay, Lynn K, and other breed people visited
a site in Rye, Westchester Hilton, NY. It could work. The marketing director could
not give an exact price, and wanted to base the rate on how many rooms were rented.
A ballpark figure was 5000 to 7500 per day, without the rooms. Electric would be
additional. It is difficult to find a site that works, with a good location, and in a decent price range. A board conference call scheduled for Aug 17 at 8 pm.
Outdoor: October 4,5,6. EISA is on Oct 5. Obedience will likely be more sparsely
attended. There may be a talk on dog first aid organized by Anne Marie, and Debra
H. and Barbara Joyle. Raffle baskets for outdoor needs a chairperson.
Nominating committee: Fiona head, need 2 board members, and 3 from the general
membership to be on it. It needs to be done for Oct Blarney, deadline Sept 15.
Annual plaques, corrections had to be made to 2011 plaques, which had the wrong
year. There were large numbers of dogs earning titles in 2012, which were presented
in 2013. Each is about $35.
Blarney Bucks EISA general minutes will go In the October Blarney. Costs of producing it was discussed, and what must go in each issue.
Motion by Fran, seconded by Anne Marie K, to monitor the next 2 issues for content,
and costs, approved. It will be reviewed at the January meeting, to set guidelines.
(budget, photos, articles, font size, email version, number pages) approved.
Each of the 4 issues is to have: List of Board members and contact info., Calendar,
General meeting minutes, Approved Board meeting minutes. Total pages: 20 pages,
which is 5 sheets of paper, or 16 pages, which is 4 sheets of paper.
And optionally: Articles | Pictures
Field Trial: Sept 14/15.
New business: Bucks is first weekend in May; if we lose our indoor specialty date,
we could make Bucks the specialty.
Motion to adjourn at 12:33 by Charlie s, seconded by Pat L, approved.
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EISA 12/17/13 Board Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 7:38pm by Lynn Kwiatkowski, a phone
conference.
Attending: Sandy Ambrogi, Fiona Geiser, Anne Marie Kubacz, Peter Kubacz,
Lynn Kwiatkowski, Pat Lyons, Brad Porterfield, Charlie Sloughfy, Fran
Sloughfy, Anne Smith, Susan Sulllivan, Linda Tripodi.
Motion by Fran, 2nd by Linda, to approve minutes, passed.
Reports:
President‟s report: next meeting Jan 4th.
Corresponding sect. New Brunswick sweeps judge will be Lynn Kwiatkowski,
Bucks Deidra Dunbar. Linda Dick is willing to be our indoor sweeps judge for
2016.
Membership: Got a membership application from Pinky and Ray Prosics.
Membership is to be brought up at a general meeting.
Indoor: Lynn will chair the show this year, and Sandy will be chief steward.
We need people to steward, too. Perhaps people who are prospective Irish
setter judges could help.
Paperwork is being done by Anne Marie. The obedience trial is going to be a
fundraiser for the cluster. We have some leftover trophies from other events to
use. Lynn K is organizing the obedience part. We are covering trophies for
Friday.
We are dedicating the Indoor and the obedience trial to Ellen Reilly Passage,
and is noted in the premium list.
Outdoor: Made about a $100 profit, next year a charge for electric of $15.
This year our show is the Sunday show.
New Brunswick: all set, judge is Frank Kane from England
Supported entries: We will be supporting Monmouth show.
Holiday Party: at Karen S house 2pm Dec 29.
Blarney: articles due Dec 29th.
Field trial: About broke even.
Old business: Still trying to get together to review and amend the constitution.
Motion to adjourn at 2:45pm by Brad , 2 nd Fiona, passed.
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Eastern Irish Setter Association General Meeting December 28, 2013
A general meeting of EISA was called to order by Fiona Geiser at 3:10pm at the
home of Karen Schwartz in Delanco NJ.. Fiona welcomed everyone to the Holiday
party and meeting for election of officers
President: No report
Recording Secretary: Fiona reported that the minutes of the September general
meeting were published in the Blarney. Mariette O'Malley made a motion 3 abstained. Motion passed.
Committee Reports
Membership: Fiona said that the membership renewal form was available here at the
meeting, and had been sent to members via email as well. It will also be published in
the Blarney.
Fran Sloughfy sent a report asking that the membership application for Charlotte
(Pinky) and Ray Prosics be read. Since they attended the general meeting as guests in
September, Mariette O'Malley made a motion, seconded by Susan Kwiatkowski, to
approve their membership in EISA. Motion passed unanimously.
Indoor 2014: Anne Marie Kubacz reported that all but 2 reserved grooming spaces
are filled. We need a good entry to make our Indoor a success, so please come, enter
and support the weekend on February 7, 8 & 9th.
Blarney: Suz Sullivan sent a report reminding people that the Blarney deadline is
December 29th.
New Business
Election of Officers: Since there were no opposing candidates, officers were elected
as per the report of the nominating committee. Secretary Anne Marie Kubacz cast
one vote and the motion was unanimously approved by members in attendance.
Other: After several members shared good news about their dogs during Good &
Welfare, a motion to adjourn was made by Randy Kubacz, seconded by Bob Feizet.
The meeting adjourned at 3:25pm
Following the meeting a lovely buffet and gift exchange occurred.
Respectfully submitted—Anne Marie Kubacz for Sandy Ambrogi
Attendance:
Fiona Geiser
Patty Elliot
Mariette O'Malley

Bob Feizet
Lynne Godshall
Karen Schwartz

Anne Marie Kubacz
Susan Kwiatkowski
Randy Kubacz
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EISA Holiday Party
December 28, 2013 - submitted by Fiona Geiser

EISA members gathered for the annual holiday party
at the lovely home of Karen Swartz. We knew we had the right house because Karen‟s two Irish setters welcomed us at the door. After the general
meeting, the amazing dishes were laid out in
the dining room for everyone to enjoy. It took
a couple of hours, actually, to systematically
check out all of the gourmet goodies and desserts. Members really outdid themselves preparing
the
food. (I
personally was
flabbergasted
by the
spinach casserole and
I want that recipe
ASAP. The sponge cake with cherry filling and chocolate frosting virtually
took my breath away, as did the warm pumpkin cheese cake. Then there
were the tiny meatballs and so much much more!).
Candied Sweet Potatoes -byFiona Geiser
Ingredients
4 or 5 large unpeeled sweet potatoes or yams (slightly undercooked) (either boiled 25 min or pressure cooked ~10 min)
½ cup Light Brown Sugar
½ cup Apple Juice
Cinnamon (dash)
[Optional: butter (few dabs); walnuts; fresh lemon juice; dash ginger]
Preparation
After precooking the sweet potatoes, allow them to cool so that the skins can be
easily peeled off. Prepare the baking dish (loaf pan works great) with a few dabs
of butter, some of the brown sugar, and nuts (optional). Slice the sweet potatoes
lengthwise in quarters and layer in the baking dish with rest of brown sugar and
few dashes of cinnamon. Pour in apple juice. Cover loosely with aluminum foil.
Bake 20 minutes (350 deg F) and then remove foil for last 10 minutes to evaporate
the juice slightly and to allow a candied top to form. (Note: children consider
this a very special treat – as I did when my Mother prepared it for holidays.)
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Comhghairdeas

Fainne oir ort!

Pat Lyons Reports: At the Lehigh Valley K C show yesterday under judge Lorraine Bisso:Macse RWD (major
reserve) and Morna RWB
Moreen was best of opp sex in Sweeps under judge
Denise Sweeney
Macse won Open Derby at the SMESC Field Trial.
Moreen was fourth in Open Puppy and today Morna was
third in Am. Walking Derby. So, all three now have
field trial placements.

Charlie & Fran Sloughfy Report:
Fyrethorn Make Mine a Double
won his 6/9 Puppy Dog Sweepstakes class on Friday at
ISCCC‟s specialty, and went on to Best in Sweepstakes. He
was 4th in the regular class.
Henry repeated the win in 6/9 Puppy Dog Sweepstakes, and
was again Best in Sweepstakes at EISA‟s Harvest specialty.
At Lehigh Valley KC Henry was Best in Sweeps. He was
also 1st in his 9/12 Puppy dog class.

New Champion – Pop the Cork
CH Lunn’s Unstoppable At Geiser Glen
called William finished his AKC Championship on
Dec. 13, 2013 at Cleveland, Ohio
William is co-owned by Fiona Geiser

Puppy Announcement: Charlie & Fran Sloughfy are delighted to announce the arrival of a dozen puppies sired by GCH Captiva Quitte ou
Double, called Eliot, owned by John & Heidi Laabs, bred and co-owned
with Jill Taylor.
CH Fyrethorn Stargazer, called Lily, is the dam. There are 6 boys & 6 girls.
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From the Editor‟s Desk:
Please continue to send in your winter and spring wins, new
titles, news and setter tails for publication in the Spring issue
of the Touch of Blarney. Deadline for submission is April 1st.
I‟d like to thank Fiona Geiser, Anne Marie Kubacz and Alice
Kovacs for all their kind help.
Thanks, Suz susansullivan@mac.com

Athbhliain faoi mhaise daoibh!
To find out everything you need to know about the upcoming
INDOOR SPECIALTY aka THE WINTER GARDEN SPECIALTY
go to our EISA website at
http://easternirishsetters.org
WOW !!!!!!
EISA is raffling off a brand new
I PAD

This is a fundraiser for our association. 20% of the profits will be donated to the ISCA Foundation for Rescue. If you would like to purchase
or sell tickets please contact Anne Marie Kubacz at rsetter@att.
Only $5 each or 5 for $20

12

AGILTY;
THE GAMES WE PLAY
I have found that Life is
one continuous learning experience
for my dogs and myself. I hardly
ever go anyplace without at least
one dog. A lot of the skills I need
on course are life situations taken
to another level.
If you have ever seen me
at an Agility trial, especially at
Dream Park you will notice that
Lady and I do a warm-up back-up
game the entire length of the building. This is a simple exercise that
warms-up her rear and stretches the hamstring, but it is also a Focus and Trust exercise. She has to Focus on Me to go Straight and she has to Trust that I will not put her
in danger. It really helps with contacts because it teaches her individual foot placement and I can stop her on a dime by pushing her back and forth and rewarding her.
For the quick stop I can walk away and then release her and reward permission to Move again. She loves this game! This is a carry over skill from a George
Alston Handling Clinic, teaching how to freeze your dog in motion and capture a free
stack, nailing it. Judges love it; we practice the Game when we go to Breed Shows.
I also use this behavior game for Obedience to get my Open Drop and Utility Signal exercises. When I freeze her and move away I am adding distance to these
commands.
With all the distractions at Agility Trials I sometimes get incredible focus. I
can drop her, sit her, re-stand or sit her. No need to correct, yell or scream; we just
retry till I can reward the skill that I want. There is no pressure to fail. But the ultimate reward is to follow
Me on course.
Around the house, especially during cold and wintry weather, we play the
stairs game. I throw something up a flight of stairs. Lady must come down one step at
a time and then back up one step at a time. Then we play release games. Throw the
ball up Ready, Steady, Go and then stop at the bottom 2 on 2 off. What fun it can
be!
Weaving around my legs is another fun game we start with a figure 8
around both legs and then we put it in motion. This winter I think backwards around
my legs may be our challenge.
The very first game I teach is Puppy Push-Ups, sit/down sit /down, sit/
down. They do this coming out of the crate. This is a really good warm-up for the
front end along with the puppy Bow. Always Reward quick sits or downs. Add these
skills to forward and back and you have figure 8‟s around legs and you have built a 1
-2 minute warm-up exercise that gets almost all parts of the body going with focus
and fun equally. Trust in your relationship to give you the Confidence to go out and
run the course.
Happy trialing and training this year. I am taking a little time off to hopefully have a litter with Lady.
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WHY OBEDIENCE
By Susan Kwiatkowski
When working with our dogs, no matter what the discipline, we need control. It
is relatively easy to handle a puppy from birth to about 6 months of age. At about
six months they realize there is a world out there which is beyond the owner’s
immediate location. Curiosity takes over. It’s not a problem if we have taught
them to respect our commands.
Most of our Irish do not come with a programmed Off Switch. They frolic and
rollick which is most likely what we like about them. If this frolicking continues
unrestrained, as the dog grows, we will have a terror that throws its weight
around at will. That’s not fun when the dog is 50 to 70 pounds.
One way to prevent this from happening is to teach the dog to calm down and
the earlier it is taught the easier it is to do. Just using an excited voice can rouse
the Irish Setter puppy and get its body moving in every direction, almost all at
once. It’s the off part or relaxation that can be tricky.
Think of it as a game. You start the game by getting the puppy or older dog excited (using voice or toy) and then, when you want them to stop and quiet down,
use a cue word or calming touch. Examples of cue words are: stop, enough, easy,
settle, leave it, or any other favorite word you choose. If necessary, take hold of
the collar and say the cue word while gently restraining the dog if needed. Remember to praise the dog when they relax.
A good touch technique from field training is stroking the dog from the neck to
the tail along the spine. I find it helpful to use a little pressure while running my
thumb down the spine and my fingers along the body.
It is necessary to do so slowly while you are in a relaxed state giving off very low energy.
Be patient, allowing the dog to learn. It will take several sessions on a daily basis at first; but Irish learn
quickly with consistent instruction.
Once the dog learns the Off Switch (cue word or touch
technique), you can easily take them with you in the
obedience ring, conformation ring and in the field as
well.
Happy Training.
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Report from the New Jersey Dog Federation
I attended the December 2, 2013 meeting of the NJ Dog Federation and the program
was presented by Karen Dashfield, DVM. She is a member of the First Special Response Group, an international search and rescue organization. She teaches a canine
paramedic course and trains canine handlers in search and rescue techniques. Her
veterinary practice is in Sussex County, New Jersey.
The program focused on how to access disaster assistance. She said that each county
in the state of New Jersey should have established CART, a County Animal Rescue
Team. When disasters strike the County is the first contact for Animal Rescue. They
may be able to provide temporary shelter and equipment for animals and their owners. Things they provide are the basic necessities such as animal feed, water, crates
on a temporary basis. If the county cannot respond the next level of assistance is from
the State Animal Rescue Team.
During Hurricane Sandy, resources were stretched because of the size of the disaster.
Schools were used for shelters and animals were housed with their owners but this
may not be available next time because the schools had to be cleaned because of
allergens left by pets and of course, it was costly.
Dr. Dashfield is on the Sussex County CART and she is proactive, even with the
state, to get pets and owners to safety and shelter together. She warns though that
when people are moved from shelters to new locations, pets don‟t go with the people
but are scheduled to follow and often the pets don‟t get moved to the new location in
spite of good intentions. She strongly suggests that every pet be electronically
chipped because the chip readers are readily available and tattooing is not as useful.
This may be the only way to reunite pets and owners.
She also suggested that with the recent occurrence of more intense storms that pet
owners keep at least 3 days supply of pet food, water and medication on hand in case
of power outages. Keep a disaster kit, which includes a crate, ready in case of evacuation, veterinary records, buckle collars with identification, leashes and bowls.
After the program, Jeffrey Ball, President of NJ Dog Federation, informed members
that the American Kennel Club (AKC) has established a yearly award for a Dog
Friendly Community. The first award is going to Ridgewood, NJ, which established a
committee that will work with the NJ Dog Federation when a dog related issue arises
in order to develop reasonable solutions including, if necessary, legislation. In addition, the AKC has established an award for legislators who are dog friendly. The
award this year is going to NJ Sen. Thomas Kean Jr. for his support of Meet the
Breeds and suggestion to followers seeking pets to attend the event and learn from
the best.
If your community has done something which is canine friendly nominate it by contacting the AKC. Fund raising is ongoing for the AKC Canine Disaster Relief Trailers.
Respectively submitted by Susan Kwiatkowski.
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SETTER TALE: A really mini Documentary

by Fiona Geiser
How did humans and wolves meet up? Whereas humans descended from
the primates in East Africa, the first canids, Canis ferox, appeared in the fossil record
in North America about 6 million years ago. Humans and canids probably first encountered each other about 1.75 million years ago after Canis etruscus crossed the
Beringian land bridge that connected North America to Asia. The skeletal remains
of our ancestor, Homo erectus, and of the Etruscan wolf have been found at the archaeological site of Dmanisi in Georgia. Scientists speculate that wolves may have
first followed humans as scavengers of the left-over animal carcasses - just as crows
follow wolves today. The wolves may have helped early humans, though, by warning off other predators.
Which brings me to the early 1950‟s in Bath, Ohio where I lived on a farm
with my Irish setter, Noreen, who you can see in this picture with my sister, Nancy.
Noreen was the daughter of our beloved Peg O‟My Heart, and both were my constant
companions as a child. I currently live with two of Noreen‟s descendants who consider their primary job to warn off any other animal from our property. So, although
it might seem that things have really not changed that much between the two species
over the millennia, humans know otherwise. We are absolutely convinced that our
dogs love us and that they are pretty smart. But, even the most avid dog lover would
call it a stretch to say that our dog is a genius. So, you can imagine my surprise when
I saw the title of Brian Hare‟s book, “The Genius of Dogs.”1 I read the book cover to
cover and then checked out Dr. Hare‟s credentials to make such a claim. 2 Dr. Hare
concludes that the genius of dogs is their ability to comprehend visual gestures and to
learn new words. Dogs are also remarkable in their ability to “talk through vocalizations and visual signs, to copy other‟s actions, and to recruit help.” Dogs are motivated to cooperate with humans and they are able to understand human communication. So, that explains why I was able to make a video with my puppy that I call:
“A really mini Documentary.” The video is a persuasive speech prepared as an assignment for an online public speaking course at Coursera.org. If you get a chance
to watch the video on You Tube, I would love to know if my puppy and I were able
to persuade you.
1 Brian Hare and Vanesa Woods. The Genius of Dogs. How Dogs are
Smarter than you Think. Penguin Group, 2013, 367 p.
2 Virginia Morell. Animal Wise. The Thoughts and Emotions of our
Fellow Creatures. Crown Publisher, 2013, 291 p.
3 A really mini Documentary by Fiona and William, August 2013, http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxGYODsAcJM
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Harvest Cluster
October 5, 2013
EISA held a spectacular Harvest Cluster
specialty. The ribbons and trophy’s were
fabulous and the remarkable raffle baskets
had friends bidding against one another.
The day was brisk and the setters looked
wonderful gaiting around the ring. Everywhere one looked
there were Irish setters,
owners and handlers
having a great time. Our
own Mariette O’Malley
helped by Lynne Godshall, Pat Lovett- Churchill, and Karen
Schwartz provided imaginative and delicious meals the entire weekend. Our day culminated in a meaningful symposium, Go or No
Go...To the Vet that is! Presented by Anne
Marie Kubacz LVT and Debra A. VeyVodaHamilton. The seminar helped attendees determine how to make educated assessments of a
situation involving a pet and make good decisions about when to use first aid and when to
immediately get their dog to a vet. In addition,
participants
learned
what is new on the vaccine front and the new
nomograph for pregnant bitches to determine
when to vaccinate puppies. Everyone left the
seminar with the canon, Be proactive, be
prepared! The entire day was packed full of
good dogs, good friends, good food and good
information.

HELPFUL HINTS
Grooming Tip: When stripping or pulling hair: Pull the
skin tight against the body and use long even
strokes. Use your forearm as an extension of the tool
you are using, and never use upward ripping motions or
break your wrist. The direction in which you pull the
hair is the way it will grow back. Remember to pull and
strip with the grain. - Peter Kubacz
17

Submitted by Karolynne McAteer
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
-- The Way Forward in 2014 -New York, NY - Everyone who has ever produced a litter of
puppies knows this time of year brings holiday cards from
puppy buyers with heartwarming photos and most-welcome
news about the progress and antics of those puppies during
the year. The cards are both informative and inspiring as the
breeder considers their accomplishments and what they hope to achieve in the year to
come.
With that as my guidance, I will first share some news about this year. As I mentioned in my November report, this has been a year of relentless positive action. The
dozens of initiatives and innovations outlined in that report, along with a number of
others throughout the year, have yielded growth in several areas. Assuming December achieves budgeted levels, we expect to have stronger revenue than 2012- reaching
$58 million this year. Staff managed expenses extremely well which should yield an
operating profit also stronger than 2012 and should be approximately $7 million for
2013. Our balance sheet has also strengthened due to good investment performance
and prudent protection of cash flow.
The American Kennel Club has grown in participation by clubs and exhibitors during
2013.
*46 new clubs chose to join with the AKC
bringing the total to 5,090 licensed and member clubs.
*Those 5,090 clubs created 341 new events for
a total of 22,750 events this year - the largest number in the history of the
AKC.
*Exhibitors participated more than ever, bringing 25,323 new entries through October for a projected total of about 3.2 million this year - the largest number in the history of the AKC.
*Breed recognition continues to grow with fully recognized breeds and varieties up
by three for a total of 190 and FSS added one for a total of 64.
However, as good as our overall performance has been this year we do have several
significant areas of concern.
Participation in Conformation, Obedience and Rally declined in the past year. As I
stated in my November report, the issues impacting our sport today have been clearly
identified and discussed. They can be collected into three categories societal, economic, and legislative. While the apparent reasons are simple to
discover, the solutions are significantly more complex. It will take very
sophisticated marketing to achieve our goal of bringing more participants to
our events and more members to our clubs. We are not only up for addressing it
- we are capable of delivering it.
Our litter and individual dog registrations continue to decline - although at a much
reduced rate. Some progress is being made, but we still have much work to do.
We have initiated some programs to help breeders and we have several in development. The AKC Breeder of Merit program now has more than 10,000 participants.
These are breeders who are members in AKC clubs, participate in AKC events, adhere to the health test guidelines of their parent clubs, and register their litters with
AKC. This program has contributed significantly to helping slow the decline of litter
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registrations. We are currently evaluating programs that will impact the other 80% of
breeders who register litters with AKC, but do not qualify for the Breeder of Merit program. In addition, we added Breeder of the Year recognition for 12 sports this year - a
clear demonstration of the importance of breeders.
An important aspect of litter registration is expanding the base of educated breeders.
Today marks the inaugural AKC Breeder-to-Breeder Seminar - an opportunity to learn
from the experts as they share the thinking behind their successful breeding programs.
The workshops are live today and will be available on AKC.org in the near future.
In addition to mentors, the most valuable resource a breeder can have is a veterinarian
with an expertise in reproduction. We have formed a strategic alliance with the Theriogenology Foundation and the Society for Theriogenology to help ensure future repro
vets for breeders by funding the first ever residencies in small animal reproduction in
the United States. We currently have proposals from Auburn University, the University
of California-Davis, and the Veterinary
Hospital at the University of Pennsylvania for residencies beginning with the
2014 academic year.
Helping breeders find homes for their puppies and buyers find puppies for their homes
is the goal of the newly expanded effort behind the complete redesign of the AKC
online breeder classifieds making this resource the go-to place for
prospective puppy buyers. We will be launching the new site, complete with a
new name and a strong marketing program, later in 2014.
Making individual dog registration more desirable to the general public is a primary
focus. We know that communicating AKC's Good Works increases the likelihood of
registration by about 4%. We will continue to tell that powerful story as part of the registration process. In addition, we are exploring a new concept that adds value to registration - one which has a direct benefit to the dog and
owner beyond participating in events. We will be testing that idea in 2014.
We are reaching out to the 99 million dog owners who have not discovered us yet
through a variety of communication opportunities. This year we added a million
friends we didn't have before through our efforts on Facebook and our AKC Dog
Lovers blog. We are beginning to drive our story through exciting new content,
including videos and Woofipedia by AKC - a new website (www.woofipedia.com)
aimed squarely at the 99 million. As we persevere for responsible and reasonable dog
legislation, our new friends will help protect our rights to own and breed our dogs. We
have begun to see that in the number of legislators who have signed up to be Honorary
Chairs for AKC Meet the Breeds in New York - up 25 this year to 113.
Our way forward in 2014 demands delivering true customer focus for both our current
and potential customers; unleashing greater innovation throughout everything we do;
creating relevance and motivation in everything we offer; and continuing and improving
on our Good Works. We plan to use every effort to do all that by challenging ourselves
every day to do the right thing, not the easy thing, in everything we do.
I am positive we can do that. And as Ellen DeGeneres says, "It makes a big difference
when you stay positive."
As always, your comments and suggestions are welcome at atk@akc.org.
Sincerely,
Alan Kalter, Chairman
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Ellen Reilly Passage
1934-2013
We have lost a friend and a true “dog person” with the passing of Ellen
Reilly Passage. She and her mother bred and loved Irish Setters since the
early 60‟s under the prefix “Derrinraw,” as well as American Cocker Spaniels, with the name “Ellandel.” Ellen later became an AKC judge of both
breeds. Ellen has always been true to her values: both in her faith and in her
assessment of people and dogs. She has been a kind mentor to newcomers
as well as a staunch advocate of her beliefs.
Ellen served as president of the Eastern Irish Setter Association and also held
positions in the American Spaniel Club, the Ramapo Kennel Club, and local
cocker clubs. She worked for many years as a math teacher in the Paramus
Schools and often joked that she told students she had “eyes in the back of
her head.” She developed a novel self-instruction computer program for
remedial math students.
Ellen and her mother traveled in a series of RV‟s to area shows, often serving food and desserts to friends and fellow exhibitors. During these visits,
they often shared their common sense opinions about the importance of
maintaining honesty and ethics in the competitive dog world. Ellen continued to show dogs, traveling to shows with her husband, Larry.
Ellen is survived by her beloved brother and sister-in-law, Ed and Adrienne
Reilly, and her husband, Larry Passage.
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