
Summer Issue 2016

Eastern Irish Setter Association
 Calendar 2016 – remaining year as of September 10, 2016

Sept. 10th (Sat)  EISA Supported Entry and General Membership Meeting  
Somerset Hills KC  
Judge: Debra Thornton 
Sweeps: Johnny Shoemaker 
Picnic & General Membership Meeting after Irish setter judging 
Anne Marie Kubacz, Liaison  

Oct 7, 8, 9 Harvest Setter Specialty Cluster, Vernon, CT  
EISA independent specialty is Saturday October 8   
in conjunction with ISCNE specialty and ISCCC specialties  
the same weekend  
Chairperson: Barbara Joyal; 
Judges' hospitality coordinator: Karolynne McAteer 
Chief Steward: Karolynne McAteer Breed: Bob McKay 
Sweeps: Coleen McGee  
Obedience & Rally - Tibby Chase (AM EISA, PM ISCCC)  

Oct. 15-16  EISA Field Trial & General Membership Meeting, Dillwyn, VA 
Liaison: Susan Sullivan 
Secretary: Sandy Jones  
Will feature VCX and VCA stakes  

Oct. 29- Nov 5  Irish Setter Club of America National Field Championship,  
Booneville, AR  

Nov. 11 (Fri)  ISCA Agility Trial (fundraiser for 2017 National Specialty 
Location: Dream Park, Logan Township, NJ  
Liaison: Lynne Godshall  

Brief EISA BOD Meetings at the show site 

Dec 3 (Sat)  EISA Holiday Party & General Membership Meeting  
& Election 
Liaison: Fiona Geiser; Location: TBD  
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 President –
Fiona Geiser 
1054 Wilson Avenue, 
Glen Mills, PA 19342 
geiserfamily@msn.com; 
http://geiserglen.com
Tel 610-358-2950 
Cell 484-437-8777 

Vice Pres –
Susan Sullivan 
1728 Tacoma Rd., 
Edgewater, MD 21037 
Susansullivan@mac.com
Cell 443-286-7713

Treasurer –
Lynn Kwiatkowski 
3 Brook Dr., 
Chester, NJ 07930 
Lynnstar1@yahoo.com 
Tel 908-955-7165 
Cell 201-274-6293

Rec. Secy.-
Mariette O’Malley
1 Jeffrey Lane, 
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 
mtomalley@comcast.net 
856-829-0936

Cor. Secy. –
Anne Marie Kubacz 
170 S. Hope Chapel Rd 
Jackson, NJ 08527 
rsetter@att.net 
732-367-9658 
Cell: 908-216-2367

EISA 2016 Officers & Board of Directors  
(alphabetical order) 

Lynne Godshall (Class 2017) lyngdsh@aol.com; Tel 
856-461-1389 Cell 856-986-1345 Address: 724 Kos-
suth St., Riverside , NJ 08075 

Debra Hamilton (Class 2016) dhamil-
ton413@gmail.com; Tel 914-273-1095 Cell 914-552- 
5021 Address: 6 Pioneer Trail, Armonk, NY 10504 

Debra Krasley (Class 2018) hearthsd@ptd.net Cell 484-

239-0041 Address: 103 Evergreen Ct, Saylorsburg, PA 
18353 

Rick Krasley (Class 2017) hearthsd@ptd.net Cell 484-

239-0041 Address: 103 Evergreen Ct, Saylorsburg, PA 
18353 

Peter Kubacz (Class 2018) pkubacz@att.net; Cell 908-

770-4271 Address: 170 S. Hope Chapel Rd., Jackson, 
NJ 08527 

Patricia Lyons (Class 2016) seanpat11@msn.com; Tel 
610-558-0976 Address: 1734 Middletown Rd., Glen 
Mills, PA 19342 

Lydia Miller (Class 2017) calidixie@aol.com Tel 610-

838-8532 Cell 610-730-4588 Ad- dress: 10 Butternut 
Rd., Hellertown, PA 18055 

Meghan Sheehan (Class 2016) mlshee-
han82@gmail.com; Cell 908-246-6748  131 Penning-
ton-Hopewell Rd., Hopewell, NJ 08526 

Alex Van Meter (Class of 2018)
1propercocker@gmail.com Tel 609-500-1367 1 Rich-
mond Avenue Lumberton, NJ 08048
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2016 Eastern Irish Sette  Associa� on Commi� ees:
* - Liaison to the EISA BOD

Standing Commi� ees

AKC Canine Ambassadors; *Debra Hamilton, Connie Vanacore 
Annual Awards: Lydia Miller*, Plaques: Meghan Sheehan; Bucks Picnic: Lyd-
ia Miller
Audit: Susan Sullivan*, Lynne Godshall, Karen Schwartz
Blarney: Susan Sullivan*
Constitution: Mariette O’Malley*, Debra Hamilton, Richard Krasley
Judge Selection Committee: Charlie Sloughfy, Lynn Kwiatkowski*
Member-ship: Debra Krasley*, Richard Krasley
New Jersey Dog Federation: Susan Sullivan*, Susan Kwiatkowski (rep)
Nominations: Fiona Geiser*
Public Relations: Debra Hamilton*, Website: Fiona Geiser*; Facebook: Lynn 
Kwiatkowski*
Supported Entries: Peter Kubacz*, Anne Marie Kubacz*
Trophies: Anne Marie Kubacz*, Nancy Salmon (chair), Mariette O’Malley, 
Bob Feizet 

Event Commi�ttees

Agility Events: Lynne Godshall*, Sue Sullivan, Anne Marie Kubacz
EISA Field Trial: Susan Sullivan*, Sandy Jones (Secretary), Pat Lyons EISA Fun 
Day: Lynne Godshall*, Sue Sullivan
EISA Harvest Cluster : Debra Hamilton*, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Barbara Joyal 
(Chair), 
EISA Indoor WGS (Winter Garden Specialty): Ann Marie Kubacz* 
Karolynne McAteer (chief steward), Bob McKay, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Susan Sulli-
van 
ISCA Nationals (2017): Anne Marie Kubacz*
Karolynne McAteer show chair, Lynne Godshall Agility, Lynn Kwiatkowski Obe-
dience 
Bench Show Commi�ttees
Indoor & Outdoor: Peter Kubacz, Pat Lyons, Debra Hamilton, Lynne God- 
shall, Susan Kwiatkowski, Rick Krasley, Susan Sullivan
Field Trial: Susan Sullivan, Karolynne McAteer, Kevin Culver, Jean Culver, 
Sandy Jones
Agility Trial: Lynne Godshall, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Susan Kwiatkowski, Sandy 
Ambrogi, Susan Sullivan, Anne Marie Kubacz 
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From the President   

       HIDE AND SEEK

It was bath day.  I was shuffling around preparing for the event:  gather-
ing towels, setting up the grooming table, cleaning  brushes, etc.   I last 
saw my Irish Setter, William, at the top of the basement stairs peaking 
around the corner obviously concerned about my activities before he 
descended into the basement.  When I was ready, I went looking for 
him in the basement.  No dog was evident – even after calling his name 
several times.  I checked upstairs in all his usual hiding spots –   clos-
ets, behind the bed, etc.  Still no dog and  I was starting to worry.   Re-
turning to the basement, I was totally baffled and  wondered if perhaps 
William were hiding in the agility tunnel.   I thought to myself  “No – that  
would require a  theory of mind such as crows have that would wait at 
the opposite end of a tunnel if another animal crawled in.”  But I 
crawled into the tunnel anyway and there was William – quiet as a 
stone - in all his stealth.   So, dogs will play hide and seek if they are 
sufficiently motivated.  Researching this subject, I found that “theory of 
mind” is an incorrect term since no animal can really read another's 
mind.  Rather, the concept is that our dogs are watching us and they do 
understand our perspective.  We see this all the time when a dog waits 
until we are not looking to sneak away with a delectable food.  My re-
search also led to recent papers on factors associated with daily walk-
ing of dogs, as shown in the below figure in which positive signs (+) are 
associated with taking our dog for a walk.  You can find the entire paper 
at the EISA website  (http://easternirishsetters.org/assets/
dogwalking2015.pdf ).  The most positive factors are if a person  got 
the dog as a hobby, if the dogs are larger, and if there are fewer dogs 
in the household.  

http://easternirishsetters.org/assets/dogwalking2015.pdf
http://easternirishsetters.org/assets/dogwalking2015.pdf
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EISA MEETING MINUTES
Call to order
A meeting of Eastern Irish Setter Association Board was held at Mariette O'Malley's 
home in Cinnaminson, NJ on January 2, 2016. The meeting was called to order at 
10:17am.  Attendees included Fiona Geiser, Lynne Godshall, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Rick 
Krasley, Debra Krasley, Anne Marie Kubacz, Peter Kubacz, Mariette O'Malley, Susan 
Sullivan, Debra Hamilton.  
We have a quorum.  
Approval of minutes
The Minutes of the November 6, 2015 Board of Director's meeting were presented by 
the Recording Secretary.  A motion was made and passed for the approval of these 
Minutes.
Motion to Approve: Lynn Kwiatkowski 

Second: Peter Kubacz

Vote to Approve: Fiona Geiser, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Anne Marie Kubacz, Debra Ham-
ilton, Lynne Godshall, Susan Sullivan, Mariette O’Malley

Vote to Abstain: Peter Kubacz, Rick Krasley, Debra Krasley

Officer Reports (in order of presentation)
Corresponding Secretary:  The Corresponding Secretary presented a proposed 
calendar for the 2016 year.  Board members offered several minor amendments and the 
proposed calendar as amended is attached.  A motion was made and approved to accept 
the proposed calendar for the 2016 year and to  publish it in EISA's Blarney, website 
and for use in other appropriate locations.
Motion to Approve: Anne Marie Kubacz 

Second: Susan Sullivan

Vote to Approve (voice vote): Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None
The Secretary also reported the current status of all AKC and ISCA filings are com-
plete for all Specialties and for our supported entries up until Bucks, KC 2016 
The Secretary reported that the AKC Educational report was compiled and filed, as was 
the updated list of Officers and Board members.   
Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer  repor ted that EISA had an overall profit in 
2015 with all major events showing a profit; there are a few outstanding invoices, typi-
cal bills for the Indoor at this time of year, nothing unusual.  The account balances have 
increased over the prior year, as we begin raising funds for the National 2017.  
The Treasurer’s report was placed on file.
President's Report: 
The President proposed a list of Committee chairs and committee workers per the at-
tached list.  A motion was made and approved to accept the proposed committees as 
presented. 
Motion to Approve: Rick Krasley    Second: Lynn Kwiatkowski

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None
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Standing Committees: (in order  of presentation)

Audit Committee:  Lynne Godshall, Susan Sullivan and Karen Schwar tz will ar -
range to perform the audit of the Treasurer’s books in January since the books are
being handed off to the incoming Treasurer today.  

Blarney:  Suze Sullivan repor ted that the next Blarney deadline was Jan 15 th. 

Membership: A limited repor t was provided, noting that Lola Gamble was read 
into membership for the 2nd time at the Christmas party and that the application of 
the Greenland's was not read, in error.  (see Special meeting note under New 
Business) .  Only limited membership dues were received as of 1/2/16.

NJ Dog Federation:  No repor t at this time; Looking into PA Dog Federation.
Nominations: No repor t at this time.

Public Relations:  Discussion was held regarding the success of the website and 
Facebook pages.  Suggestions on how to drive traffic to both pages was held.  It 
was agreed to renew the website. 

Supported Entries: No Discussion on this matter .   
Trophies: No for mal r epor t at this time but several comments made regarding the 
payment of trophy donations.  The Treasurer and the person who solicits donations need 
to keep a master list of who has paid and for what show.  Requests for payment must go 
out timely, immediately following the event and collection should occur within 4 weeks 
of the event’s conclusion.  Where possible donations should be collected when made, to
avoid collection activity.  Copies should be made by the Treasurer and the collector of 
the trophy donations and marked on the master list.  As a reminder, unpaid debts can 
jeopardize a member’s privilege to show at club events.

Events Committees: 

Agility Events: The Agility Trial was a financial success.  The funds raised, ---------, 
were earmarked for the 2017 National.  The elkhound club was very nice to work 
with and very helpful.  The Committee concluded that the match event was a 
good fund raiser for our club.  

EISA Field Trial: All paperwork has been filed for Oct 15-16, 2016.  Suz Sullivan 
announced that the event will be held in VA again this year due to the lack of 
available grounds in our area.  The Trial in 2015 produced a small profit.  All 
expectations are that the event will run at a breakeven again.

EISA Fun Day: No repor t at this time. 

EISA Indoor (Winter Garden Specialties, Rye NY): Everything is in place and we 
are ready to go. 
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EISA Outdoor (Harvest Cluster): Debra Hamilton provided an extensive repor t on 
the Harvest Cluster plans for 2016.   The Gordon Setters will not be joining us in 
2016 as hoped.  The Cluster is eliminating Brood, Stud and Brace classes, they 
are considering adding Owner-handled.  They are approaching the Extended Stay 
again in an effort to provide better accommodations at a better rate.  The Cluster 
is seeking a new photographer and it is expected that the kitchen arrangement will 
change, leaving EISA responsible for lunch on their day only.  

The Committee is considering a larger tent for 2017 for the OB ring. They are looking 
to laminate the Rally signs for next year and they are looking for new places for 
Ribbons.  EISA will be sharing the OB judge next year and the Committee is 
considering adjusting some of the OB classes, they will discuss this with OB peo-
ple.  

ISCA National 2017: Some discussion regarding fund r aisers was held but tabled 
until our May meetings. 

Bench Show: The following people have been assigned to the Bench show commit-
tee for their respective events in the event their services are required.

Conformation: Peter  Kubacz, Pat Lyons, Debra Hamilton, Lynne Godshall, Susan 
Kwiatkowski, Rick Krasley and Susan Sullivan
Field Trial: Suze Sullivan, Karolynne McAteer ,  J ean Coulter , Kevin Coulter  and 
Sandy Jones
Agility: Sandy Ambrogi, Susan Kwiatkowski, Anne Marie Kubacz, Lynn Kwiat-
kowski, Lynne Godshall, Susan Sullivan 

New Business:

Judges Selection – Balloting is underway for Judge’s selection.  Final voting is ex-
pected to be complete by April.  
Trophy & Ads for ISCA events – After some discussion about finances, dollar 
amounts and potential benefits of these contributions, a motion was made and approved 
to offer a trophy donation of $50 and to place a club ad in each catalog for the following 
ISCA events: ISCA National Conformation, Obedience & Agility Specialty, ISCA Na-
tional Field Trial & ISCA National Hunt Test & Walking Trial.  Anne Marie Kubacz 
will be responsible for the ad preparations.
Motion to Approve: Anne Marie Kubacz 

Second: Rick Krasley

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None

HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS: At the request of the Board members present, the 
names of Charlie & Fran Sloughfy and Fred Vanacore were proposed and approved for 
honorary membership.  An “Honorary Membership” will be formally presented to
Charlie Sloughfy and Fred Vanacore for their service to EISA over many decades. 

Motion to Approve (Fran & Charlie): Debra Hamilton 

Second: Susan Sullivan
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Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None

Motion to Approve (Fred Vanacore): Peter  Kubacz   Second: Debra Hamilton

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None

SPECIAL MEETING: At the request of Fran Sloughfy, a solution to a failed mem-
bership reading due to an oversight is requested.  The initial request was for the BOD to 
act, but such action is outside our scope.  After brief discussion, the best solution was to 
hold a “Special General Membership” meeting with a limited agenda – to read the pro-
posed new members names.  Suggested meeting time is Saturday at the Winter Garden 
Specialties following judging of Irish Setters.  The meeting will be brief.  Special meet-
ings may be scheduled at the discretion of the President with proper notice, in accord-
ance with the Constitution.

Agility Match:  It is believed that EISA needs to run an “A” match to obtain their
own license for Agility, currently using ISCA’s.  It was proposed that EISA explore the
need for an Agility “A’ match and potential event locations and timelines.

Motion to Approve: Anne Mar ie Kubacz 

Second: Susan Sullivan

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None

GROOMING & HANDLING CLINIC:  A proposal for  a fund raiser , proceeds to 
go toward the 2017 National in the form of a Grooming & Handling Clinic to be held in 
January 2017, probably 1/14/17.  

Motion to Approve: Debra Hamilton   Second: Lynn Kwiatkowski

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None

Adjournment 
A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting was at 3:02pm.

Motion to Approve: Debra Hamilton

Second: Peter Kubacz

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None

Respectfully Submitted: Mariette O’Malley, Recording Secretary

5/7/16 Date of Approval
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FANTASTIC NEWS! 

Great news!   EISA has a 
fabulous logo for our pre-
National publicity--and it's 
available in T-shirts, sweat-
shirts and hoodies.

Below is the order form and a 
photo of the logo in the gor-
geous aqua color of our high 
quality apparel.

EISA wishes to express our 
appreciation to Julie Waters, 
Sue Johnson and Barbara 
Joyal for all their help with 
the creation of this logo.
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EISA BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Call to order
A meeting of Eastern Irish Setter Association BOD was held at Bucks Kennel Club, Tini-
cum, PA on May 7, 2016. The meeting was called to order at 4:29pm.  Attendees in-
cluded Fiona Geiser, Lynne Godshall, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Rick Krasley, Patricia Lyons, 
Mariette O'Malley, Debra Krasley, Debra Hamilton, Anne Marie Kubacz, Peter Kubacz, 
Lydia Miller.   

We have a quorum. 

Approval of minutes
The Minutes of the January 2, 2016 Board of Director's meeting were presented by the 
Recording Secretary.  A motion was made and passed for the approval of these 
Minutes. 

Motio  to Approve: Rick Krasley Second: Anne Marie Kubacz

Vote to Approve: The Minutes were unanimously approved by those eligible to vote.

O��fficer Reports (in order of presentation)
President’s Report: The President deferred a formal report due to late hour of con-
vening and due to a formal report at the immediate preceding General meeting. 

Corresponding Secretary:  The Corresponding Secretary did not present a formal
report beyond that offered at the General membership meeting immediately preced-
ing this meeting.   

Treasurer's Report: There was no formal Treasury report presented, the Treasurer
stated that all bank accounts were finally under the control of her name and 

Preceding Treasurer Peter Kubacz.  
Committees: (in order of presentation)

Nomina�ting Committe :   The President requested volunteers to serve from the BOD 
for the nominating committee.  Lydia Miller & Debra Hamilton offered to serve with 
Lydia Miller as the chairman.  The following names were suggested for the committee 
Brad Porterfield, Anne Smith, Sally Campbell, Sue Kwiatkowski, Eileen McDonald, and 
Bob McKay.  These individuals will be contacted by the Corresponding Secretary in 
accordance with the Constitution.     

Judge Selection Committe :  A report from Anne Marie Kubacz with the top results 
from the balloting was provided by Anne Marie.  This issue will be reviewed thoroughly 
at our July meeting. 

Membership Committe :  Debra Krasley was appointed to take over Fran’s duties as 
Membership chair.  She requested guidance on what information should be provided 
including a copy of the “Members Code of Ethics.”  It was determined that the BOD 
needed to address this task, the Code of Ethics in July since we have not completed 
the task. 
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Events Committe s:

EISA Indoor (Winter Garden Specialti s, Rye NY): EISA should be receiving a check for
$----- from WGS.

EISA Outdoor (Harvest Cluster): Lynn K was appointed to fill Fran Sloughfy’ s chair.
Raffle chairs will be Fiona and Debra K; EISA will be responsible for supplying their own 
lunch, Mariette & Lynne G volunteered to handle this task.   EISA keeps the money for 
themselves on meals.   All paperwork is filed.   

Constitu�tion:  Rick Krasley was appointed to take Fran Sloughfy’ s chair.

Un�finished Business:
Agility Match: Discussion was held regarding whether the Agility Match “A” was 

officially approved.  Not finding it in the Minutes, Lynne Godshall requested 
formal approval before plans were finalized.  

Motion to Approve: Anne Marie Kubacz

Second: Rick Krasley

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous

New Business:
Ratification of Email for $ ---  donation in Fran Sloughfy’ s memory.

Motion to Approve: Anne Marie Kubacz 

Second: Lynne Kwiatkowski

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous

ISCA National – Purchase of toys for Performance Events 

Motio  to Approve: Lynne Kwiatkowski Second: Anne Marie Kubacz

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous

Proposal to place Alex Van Meter on BOD to fill Fran Sloughfy’s vacant position. 

Motio  to Approve: Anne Marie Kubacz   Second: Peter Kubacz

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous
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Adjournment
A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting was at 5:17pm. 

Motion to Approve: Rick Krasley 

Second: Debra Hamilton

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Motion to Approve: Suz Sullivan Second: Pat Lyons 

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mariette O’Malley, Recording Secretary 

Date of Approval:  7/24/16 

FREEHOLD NJ 
May 28th  
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EISA General Meeting Minutes – Erwinna, PA – Sat. May 7, 2016 

 Initial Read

 
Call to order:  A meeting of Eastern Irish Setter Association was held on Sat. May 7, 
2016 at the Bucks County Kennel Club in Erwinna, PA.  The meeting was called to 
order about 3:18 pm while participants enjoyed a Picnic lunch.   Attending members 
and guests are listed on the attached Appendix A.  
Approval of minutes:  The minutes of the March 26, 2016 minutes that had been 
published in the Spring 2015 Touch O’Blarney were presented by the Recording Secre-
tary.  Debra Hamilton and Lynn Kwiatkowski motioned and seconded, respectively, for 
approval of the minutes.  Those present at the meeting eligible to vote approved.
Report of President:  The President reminded the membership that the deadline 
for the Blarney is July 10th  and that Suz Sullivan’s contact information is susansulli-
van@mac.com or 443-286-7713.  
The president presented the Honorary Membership to Fred Vanacore & Charlie 
Sloughfy as stipulated in Article II:  Section 3 of the EISA Constitution.  Fiona de-
scribed their lifetime of service and dedication to EISA and ISCA. 
The President then turned the meeting over to 2017 National Chairman Karolynne 
McAteer for discussion.  See discussion under “Old Business.”

Report of Corresponding Secretary:  Anne Marie Kubacz, as Corresponding Sec-
retary, provided an update to the formal EISA calendar for 2016 as published in the 
Blarney.  The corresponding secretary also provided additional judges confirmed for the 
following events.

Monmouth: Ramone Podesta, Breed; Maria White, Sweepstakes
Somerset: Debra Thornton, Breed; Johnny Shoemaker, Sweepstakes 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report was not provided at this meeting since 
the change of Treasurers has just finalized.  
Membership:  Debra Krasley has agreed to take over  the Membership duties.  
Tentative counts indicate we lost 6 members this year.  Alex Van Meter’s membership 
was upgraded to an adult membership with his turning 18.  
Judge Selection: Ballots have been collected and tallied; the BOD will address this 
in July.
Agility Match:  Lynne Godshall repor ted she will send in paperwork.  The event is 
scheduled for July 14th at 4pm, to be held at Allen’s Kennels in Moorestown, NJ.   This 
event is being held to obtain EISA’s own license to run Agility events for the future.
Annual Awards: Lydia Miller , Annual Awards chair , presented this year ’s Annual 
Awards.  This year’s recipients were applauded for their achievement.   Congratulations 
to ALL!

Old Business:   
Karolynne McAteer as chair for the 2017 ISCA National discussed several topics in-
volving the planning for this event.  The initial issue was to discuss the schedule and 
specifically the “placement” for Veteran Sweeps in the schedule.  Karolynne explained 
that with the addition of “Top 20”, an evening Vet Sweeps would result in two 
“dressier” nights so the club could offer Vet Sweeps in the morning.  A motion was 
made by Peter Kubacz, seconded by Anne Marie Kubacz to hold Vet Sweeps in the 
evening.  A show of hands supported the decision to continue with Vet Sweeps in the 
evening.  

mailto:susansullivan@mac.com
mailto:susansullivan@mac.com
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The tentative schedule has been outlined as follows: 
Mon – Obedience
Tues – Agility, Symposium, Top 20 
Weds- Sweepstakes, Veteran Sweeps (evening)
Thurs- Begin Judging, Region 1 Hospitality
Fri- Completion of Judging, EISA Host Party
Sat – Breed, Annual Awards Dinner

Discussion was led by Anne Marie Kubacz about the Breeder Seminar scheduled for 
2017.  Our choices were to have a “speaker” or to offer a “breeder panel discussion”. 
Membership tended to prefer the “panel discussion”.   

Debra Krasley has offered to oversee “Soft goods” for the National and for the Pre- 
National.  Our club has been provided two logos, one courtesy of Grace Corson, by way 
of Julie Waters and the other through the generosity of Dawn Secord.  The Grace 
Corson logo was proposed for the Pre-National tee shirts and/or sweatshirts.  Some 
discussion was had about color choices for the shirts with options of buff, light green 
and light blue being suggested, ultimately the decision appeared to be blue since the 
logo was a water theme.  Pricing was unavailable at this time.  

Lynn Kwiatkowski & Sandy Ambrohi are putting together a project for a daily Treasure 
Hunt with one final “grand” prize.

Lynne Godshall will again be overseeing the Bi-Athlon event for the National.  
Fund raising is in full swing, please help out by offering to sell Leprechauns or assist 
with our events!!  Lynn Kwiatkowski suggested we consider a 2017 National Facebook 
page as well.  

Suze Sullivan will be chairing the Welcoming Committee and is seeking ideas and help 
for the Welcome Bags, please contact her if you would like to assist.  susasnsulli-
van@me.com

Mariette O’Malley will be chairing the Entertainment/Hospitality events and is actively 
looking for assistants if you would like to volunteer please contact her at mtomal-
ley@comcast.net.

Please contact Karolynne if you are willing to help chair or assist.  If you would like to 
contact the chairperson on a committee you wish to work on, please do so asap.  
Bucks:  Some discussion was held about the time and parking ar rangements at 
Bucks this year.  It was concluded that the parking arrangement was great, but a little 
earlier start time was desirable.  

Good & Welfare:  Members presented their  dog related news.  
Adjournment:  A motion for  adjournment was made by Debra Krasley  and se-
conded by Bob Fiezet; approved unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:11 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted:
Mariette O’Malley 
Note – Please everyone review these Minutes carefully and send me your correc-
tions at mtomalley@comcast.net.  Thank you.   

mailto:susasnsullivan@mac.com
mailto:susasnsullivan@mac.com
mailto:mtomalley@comcast.net
mailto:mtomalley@comcast.net
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Sun, Surf and Setters 
The 2016 Irish Setter National 

By Karolynne McAteer 
Win Shots courtesy of Keith Kerr 

Surf Sun and Setters, it just doesn’t get much better than that.    And what a great 
way to spend Memorial Day and the following week!! 
With great anticipation I boarded the flight on Friday night out of Newark, bound 
for San Diego.   Well, we boarded and then 5 hours later we took off after going 
back to the gate and unloading.   Newark and the east coast were in a holding pat-
tern headed West, waiting for the hideous storms surrounding Texas to pass on by!! 
By the time we took off passengers were exhausted!   To be honest, I just conked 
out!   I didn’t even feel wheels up! 

I landed in San Diego at 1AM.  I was at the hotel with bags by 1:30AM and happily 
“the light was on” at the Town & Country Resort and I was given a cart ride to my 
room…conked out again.     

Saturday morning I met up with a myriad of ISCA friends as we all gathered to help 
Dawn Secord and the members of the Irish Setter Club of Southern California  put 
together the pieces of a week-long event.  My first stop was the storage room to 
check that all the trophies had arrived, yup, there they were.   Rich Secord gave us a 
tour of the hotel and the ballroom and the event rooms, so we all knew where we 
belonged or where we could help.   The Town and Country is an older property but 
the convention space was large and welcoming.   

After we had finished for the day I took a walk around the hotel grounds.  The 
grounds are fairly spread out and some buildings are towers (where I was) and other 
areas are two story or bungalow style.  No matter where I walked I was impressed 
with the plantings and in particular the amazing roses of all varieties (honestly I 
have more photos of roses than dogs)!    Many of the gang headed across the bridge 
to the Mall where there was an abundance of eating opportunities, or just plain 
great shopping.  Others went down to the ocean and many headed to the Nixon 
Library.    

Sunday morning the real work began with formal Set Up.   Our good friends from 
RAU had driven 3,500 miles to bring the show materials and ring sets ups and to be 
our Superintendent.   No two ways about it, they are a GIFT!    Before we knew it 
the ballroom was fully matted to accommodate 6 days of shows.   The only event 
not to happen in this huge ballroom was Agility. 

The ISCA Board met for a full day of meetings, managing and guiding a club that is 
as big and involved as ISCA is a second job.    We usually have plans scheduled out 
for 3 years in advance, so we are forward thinkers, but along with this comes com-
mitment from a lot of people.   
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At the end of a long day we decided to stay in and eat at the Poolside restaurant.  
Service was slow despite the fact they were not filled, but we had much to talk 
about, a good many laughs, and eventually we were treated to a good meal.    

Monday the formal events began.   The ballroom was the site of the Irish Setter 
obedience (judge Betty Ribble)  and rally competition (judge Pamela Regan), and I 
watched with a big smile as our breed proved they can indeed do just about any-
thing, including behave.   High in Trial Obedience was awarded to Ch. Shine-On 
Hey Good Looking, CDX,AX,AXJ.  Once again I packed up the High Combined 
Trophy to send it on for the 2017 national.   That is one tough award to win.     Met 
a group of friends for lunch at the Town and Country sport bar and had good bar-
becue.    Strangely the hotel had NOT thought to keep the Poolside restaurant open 
for us, even though they knew our schedule, but we found food!!   Monday evening 
the Mall was taken over by us, all the restaurants were filled with Irish Setter fanci-
ers and I am sure they did a great business everywhere. 

Tuesday is such a packed day.  I caught an early ride over with Dawn Secord to 
Hourglass Field Community Park to watch the agility dogs perform under the eye 
of Debbi Carioni.    It is an area where my knowledge is limited, though I am a 
professional leash runner, but I can assure you that the dogs were having fun, and 
the handlers were keeping up!    High in Agility Trial went to Ch. Challenge Thun-
der and Lightening RN,AX,MXJ, MJB,OF, CGC with High Preferred going to 
Ch. Jadestar Rustler’s Rhapsody, RN.  

I left agility to get back to the hotel in time for a late lunch and an attendance at the 
health seminar which was fabulous!  The event was hosted by our health chair, 
Anne Marie Kubacz.  I could have asked a lot more questions of Dr. Jason Stull, 
from Ohio State University.  Dr. Stull leads a team of researchers (with a grant 
from the AKC Canine Health Foundation) on the subject of Evidence-Based Rec-
ommendations for Reduction of Infections in Canine Group Settings.   A really 
important subject for us as we all attend dog events, keep kennels or board our 
dogs.   If you are looking for an engaging and informative speaker, Dr. Stull is your 
man.   

So, it was something of a mad dash back to the room to change for ISCA’S SEC-
OND TOP 20 COMPETITION. Our event is the brain child of Sam McDonald, 
and is still in its infancy but is enjoyed by all attendees.  The three-station judging 
procedure gives everyone a chance to be “up front” with the dogs, admire the top 
dogs of the prior year and then wait for the “reveal” at the Saturday awards dinner.  
At the end of the competition we retired to a really nice meal to celebrate our 20 
special dogs.   As I walked back to the room at the end of the evening it was fun to 
see different groups out walking their dogs, cocktail in hand and having a general 
gab.   I saw that the President’s Patio was open, meaning that President Heidi 
Laabs and husband John were serving to anyone who cared to stop by and join 
them.  John, in case you did not know, is a first class “pourer!!”   These two did 
this almost every evening.    There is something to be said for a smaller national of 
340 entries, in that there is more time for interaction and getting together with 
friends.  The ambiance all week was relaxed and full of spirit. 
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Wednesday is Sweepstakes Day, both for pups and veterans.   Talk about the two 
ends of the breeding programs, those just coming in, and those going out most of 
whom have had an impact as sires and dams.   I stewarded for our Puppy Sweeps 
Judge, along with President Heidi Laabs.  I laughingly said that stewarding for Peter 
Kubacz was our reward for not being able to show our pups to him!   Being steward 
gave me an up front and personal view of our youngsters and I had a great time 
watching the antics of our breed when they know “you can’t do anything about it.”  
Peter had a lovely entry of 65 pups, and chose for Best in Sweeps Conamara Super 
Sea Dancer.  At the end of judging some of us retired to the Pool for a few laps (both 
at the water and the wine).   It was a nice day in a terrific setting and we took full 
advantage of the San Diego sunshine. 

Others attended the all important ISCA health clinic organized by Dr. Linda Kal-
mar.   The early organization of the dogs, their profiles and their paperwork (thank 
you Jeanine Wilson) meant that dogs arrived ready to go.   I am told it was the most 
organized blood draw ever.   It is so important to remember to participate in the 
health of your dog, particularly to prevent diseases that are most common to our 
breed; to store bloods with CHIC and to protect Irish Setters in general and your 
breeding program in particular. 

We all appeared that evening looking grand for the Parade of Titleholders and Vet-
eran Sweepstakes judged by Carol McGarry.  Carol had on the most splendid dress, 
and WHERE did she get those shoes!!??  There is nothing harder to judge than Vet-
eran Sweeps and Carol had  29 beauties to choose from.   Having to look at those 
fabulous faces, all that spirit and all the work to keep these glorious beasts in condi-
tion.  Carol did a fabulous job of working it all out. And her final choice was GCH 
Militza’s Glamorous Attire.   Directly following the judging we enjoyed the Ice 
Cream social.  Perfect ending to the day. 

Thursday is dog day!!  Judged by Judy Zawikowski, an Irish Setter breeder,  it was 
clear she was having a good time.  Judy has judged our national before, and people 
knew what she would like.    57 lovely dogs came before Judy’s eyes, and in the end 
her winner was MiJean’s You Mad Bro?    

Another busy day, it continued with a juniors clinic, organized by Debbie Davis 
(who by the way had the youngest Junior, 4 year old grand-daughter Quinn).  
Quinn was with us for the entire week and truly, never enjoyed a youngster more.  
We moved on to the Annual Meeting and President’s roundtable and ended with a 
Region four hospitality out on the lawns.   

Friday is referred to as bitch day.   Judge Karen Wilson was at the helm.   She has 
judged our national before, and was originally an owner of Irish.  She knew what 
she was looking for and I would say she found it among her 91 bitches.   This was 
also the first day of Judges Education, organized by Sam McDonald, and they got a 
great view of our “girls” and were mentored by a rotating selection of breeders and 
judges.   At the end of judging Evergreen Set Fire to the Rain stood holding the 
Winners Bitch ribbon. 
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You absolutely COULD NOT pass by the ISCSC raffle tables.   It was quite simply 
amazing.   I bid on 4 items, I repeatedly returned to “up” my bids, or put more 
raffle tickets into bags, but in the end I WON NOTHING.   I mean really what a 
nerve.   

The Friday night party was quite simply a blast.   Great weather, wonderful décor 
and the theme of Sun Surf and Setters really rocked.   Outside on the Fountain Pa-
tio, we danced, ate, fought over the very clever table decorations.  I am sure the 
centerpieces were highly photographed and greatly coveted.   They did a clever 
thing, individuals supported (paid for) the personalized centerpieces and at the end 
of the week, they took theirs away with them as a memento.  And the surfing 
theme just continued right through Saturday. 

Saturday began with the Juniors competition, judged by Peter Kubacz a Top junior 
back in the day (well not that far back) and a representative of our country in Eu-
rope on two occasions.   This folks, is the future of our breed and should be a huge 
class.   Let’s get those juniors going and get out there and encourage them.   

At the end of juniors, Judge Judy Zawikowski stepped into the ring.    The ring was 
organized into the male groups and then the female groups,   Cuts were made, and 
appropriate breaks taken to insure that everyone had the same chance to come in 
feeling fresh.    Let’s face it, one always hopes that the abundance of quality makes 
it difficult to get from over 70 in the ring to 1!!   Again, Judges Ed had a perfect 
ringside view, and different mentors today.  They got to see and learn on some 
beautiful dogs. 

At the end, standing in the center of the ring stood Best of Breed, Best of Winners 
and Best of Opposite,  Sex with 7 awards of merit.   Talk about your perfect 10! 
Debra Hamilton and I retired to the storage room to inventory the cases and items 
moving onward for 2017.  It just never ends but actually… 

But before you know it, it is over!   Two years of solid work, and done in the crash 
of a wave.    Materials were handed out for 2017 (Warwick, Rhode Island) and 
people were already planning their routes, and determining who would be going to 
the next one. 

The week-long events ended with the Annual Awards Banquet, with Awards 
chaired by Debbie Davis, and the dinner chaired by Valerie Mahoney, Linda Kee-
nan and Cathy Dever.    The lighting of candles and reading of awards was a per-
fect way to end a week of celebration of the redheads.   The most special award of 
all is the awarding of the Tirvelda Award, this year given to Pat Haigler of Rendi-
tion Fame.  As admiring as I was of her Irish, I think of her as a most spectacular 
mentor to those just coming into the breed.  Thanks Pat for all you do, and in par-
ticular congrats on this recognition. 
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It takes a village, that’s for sure, so a huge round of applause to The Irish Setter 
Club of Southern California.  But special thanks go to Dawn and Rich Secord 
(show chair and amazing husband); Pat Haigler, Assistant Show Chair; Shirley 
Farrington, Chief Ring Steward;  Cathy Dever, Agility Chair; Yvette Sons, Obedi-
ence/Rally Chair and Jeanine Wilson, Versatility Chair.   Take a bow, all of you!! 
Almost forgotten in the mayhem of a national, is that this was ISCA’s 125th Anni-
versary.   We have a long history of doing great things for our breed, and for our 
Irish family.   We should be proud of all we accomplish as a club.   

If you missed 2016, Ken Davis was on hand and filmed the entire 6 days.  Infor-
mation on the video is in the MEMO and you can enjoy it from the comfort of your 
own chair.   

And so it ended as it began, back to the San Diego airport, I shared a cab with Peter 
Kubacz and it was 4AM, really, thanks so much!   We met up with Anne Marie 
and Randy at the airport and we were on board at 6AM and took off promptly 
which was very lucky.  Many others had the 5 hour delay while flights headed East 
were grounded due to the impending afternoon storms around NY/NJ and PA.  
Ugh.   
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EISA DOES SAN DIEGO

The 2016 ISCA Na�tional Dog Show 

Many EISA members attended, planned, helped and showed at 
the ISCA 2016 National. 

Debra Hamilton, Anne Marie Kubacz and Karolynne MacAteer represented EISA mem-
bers at the ISCA Board of Directors meeting on Sunday.  

Sam McDonald coordinated the ISCA Foundation functions including the Top Twen-
ty.   EISA graciously loaned the ISCA Foundation our Leapin' Leprechauns which gar-

nered a nice profit which will be put toward all the great works the Foundation does. 

Our own Peter Kubacz judged Puppy Sweeps and Junior Showmanship. Ringside 
chatter commented on his professionalism and “What a fine young man he’d be-

come.” 
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Anne Marie was in charge of the health symposium and she, Debra Hamilton and Su-
san Sullivan all helped with the Health Clinic.

Also ringside, Nancy Salmon, Pat Lyons
 and Tina Toohey watched the judging and caught up with their many friends.
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Sandy Ambrogi competed in obedience and agility while her husband was everywhere 
taking pictures. They also had the opportunity to visit with their daughter while at the 

show.

After flying in to San Diego early to 
help set up the national, Karolynne MacAteer was busy organizing and delivering tro-

phies and stewarding conformation. 

Susan Sullivan and Sandy Ambrogi worked on the Biathlon and Susan Sullivan showed 
in rally and did the show catalog.

Debra Hamilton was seen at a booth sharing her legal knowledge with ISCA members 
interested in planning for their dog’s future if they could no longer take care of them. 

Debra also helped with trophies and represented the BOD at the agility trial. 
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Everyone enjoyed the parties, award’s banquet and many of us got to tour a little of San 
Diego. It was a lovely national. Its amazing how EISA members are always willing to 

offer their services and good will wherever they are.
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EISA Holds AGILITY  A Match 

On July 14th from 4 PM to 8:30 PM EISA made club history. For the past few 
years, we have been holding an Agility Trial under the auspices of the ISCA. Asso-
ciation members found that these Agility trials were fun and great moneymakers. 
Many club members participate in agility and others have learned to love watching 
this performance event.  

In order to hold agility trials as the EISA, we first had to hold an A Match to prove 
to the AKC that members had the skills to independently hold a trial. 

And we did it!!! Lynne Godshall was the judge. She created great courses and 
judged all 50 runs. Mariette O’Malley served as secretary and Susan Sullivan was 
chairman. Rick Krasley, Alex Van Meter, Abigail Van Meter, Susan Sullivan, 
Debra Hamilton, Lynn Kwiatkowski and Sue Kwiatkowski set courses. 

Despite the blistering heat the club worked as a team to make the match a success for everyone 
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EISA General Meeting Minutes –  
Allen’s Kennels, Moorestown, NJ – Sat. July 24, 2016 – Initial Read 

Call to order:  A meeting of Eastern Irish Setter Association was held at Allen’s Ken-
nels in Moorestown, NJ on July 24, 2016. The meeting was called to order at 12:35pm.  
Members present Fiona Geiser, Lynne Godshall, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Rick Krasley, Pa-
tricia Lyons, Mariette O'Malley, Susan Sullivan, Debbie Krasley, Bob Fiezet, Stephanie 
Blantz, Dave Blantz, Anne Marie Kubacz.  
Approval of minutes:  The minutes of the May 7, 2016 meeting will be published in the 
upcoming Blarney; they were ineligible for voting until published. 
Report of President:  No r epor t.  
Report of Corresponding Secretary:  Anne Marie Kubacz, as Corresponding Secre-
tary, provided an update to the formal EISA calendar for 2016 as published in the Blar-
ney.  This update included the addition of the following Judge information: 
Bucks County KC, 2018: Judge Betty Anne Stenmark 

ISCA National: Judges Peter Frost (Australia) – Dogs and Michael Faulkner – 
Bitch/Intersex

(additional Judges’ info is available on our website.)

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer  did not pr esent a repor t.  
Membership:  Debra Krasley presented for  the second reading the application of 
Jerome & Leigh Molitor who attended our Bucks 2016 meeting.  A motion was made to 
accept them as new members.  
Motion to approve:  Lynn Kwiatkowski  Second: Mariette O’Malley
Vote to approve: unanimous (voice vote)    Welcome Jerry & Leigh! 
2017 National: Debra Krasley presented the pre-National tee shirts and sweatshirts 
that will be available for pre-order.  Bright aqua color with Grace Corson’s fabulous 
setter head!  Closing date for the pre-order is mid-August so that we have shirts for Har-
vest.  A limited supply (and limited sizes) will be available for sale at Harvest so order 
NOW if you want one!  Tees - $15; Sweatshirts - $28; Hooded Sweatshirts - $38 (There 
is a $3 upcharge for larger sizes and $5 for shipping.) 
Blarney:  The deadline for  the Blarney is now!  The next deadline will be about 
October 10, 2016 – post Harvest.  Suz Sullivan’s contact information is susansulli-
va@mac.com or 443-286-7713.
Old Business:  No old business was presented. 
New Business:  No new business was presented. 
Good & Welfare:  Numerous announce ments were shared among the group.  Con-
gratulations to all.  Please send BRAGs to Suz Sullivan for publication. 
Adjournment:  A motion for  adjournment was made by Rick Krasley and seconded 
by Debra Krasley; approved by all.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:59 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted:
Mariette O’Malley 

Note – Please everyone review these Minutes carefully and send me your correc-
tions at mtomalley@comcast.net.  I am learning this job, it is not one I have ever 
done and I know that I have missed things.  Thank you.   

mailto:susansulliva@mac.com
mailto:susansulliva@mac.com
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Karolynne McAteer
Pat Lyon
Brad Porterfield
Fiona Geiser

Guests
Toby Becker
John Becker 
Joan Clancy 
Jan Mathews
John Toohey 
Michael Predigo
Sharon Sadlowski 
Luna Zaron
Tal Zarom
Roee Zarom
Ben Zarom
Joan Burroughsd 
Kevin Denny 

**  Please note there is a name I am 
unable to read – the first initial of each 
name look like L &  S – my apologies.

Appendix A  
Attendance at Bucks on 5/2/15 
Members

Nancy Salmon 
Lou Molnar
Sally Campbell 
Charlie Sloughfy 
Debbie Krasley 
Rick Krasley 
Lynne Godshall 
Linda Dick
Anne Marie Kubacz 
Lynn Kwiatkowski 
Patty Elliott
Tim Sheridan 
Meghan Sheehan 
Bob Feizet
Randy Kubacz 
Pete Kubacz
Lydia Miller
Anne Smith 
Mariette O’Malley 
Suze Sullivan 

Agility Pursuit of the Double Q: Agility and Timing 

Have you ever wondered if you and  

your dog would enjoy participating in agility?  
Well the AKC has devised a way for you to find out. 
They have recently introduced something called  
The Agility Course Test, ACT. 

According to the AKC: 

Purpose: The Agility Course Test (ACT) is an entry level agility event to introduce be-
ginning dogs and handlers to the sport of agility and the AKC agility program. 

ACT Event: There are two levels of ACT events-ACT1 and ACT2. ACT 1 is designed for 
the beginning level dog to show beginning sequencing and performance skills. ACT 2 
requires and increased skill level shown by the additional obstacles to be performed. 

Eligibility of Dogs: All dogs fifteen months of age or older may enter a test. Dogs must 
be physically sound as described in Chapter 1, Section 3, Paragraph 7 of the Regula-
�tions for Agility Trials. In order to acquire the title certificate and have the title added 
to a dog’s record, the dog must be registered/listed with the AKC. Canine Partner 
applications may be accepted at the test by the judge/evaluator and submitted with 
test results. Dogs that are not AKC registered/listed may participate and their perfor-
mance will be recorded by the AKC under a temporary recording number.  

So, now’s the time to find out if Agility is for you and your Irish partner.  Enter an ACT 
and see how much fun it can be! 
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Laissez les bons temps rouler!! 

On July 24th EISA members participated in the annual EISA FUN 
DAY.  The event took place at Allen Kennels in the air-conditioned 
club/training room. The afternoon started with a General Membership 
Meeting and potluck luncheon. After the meeting the fun began for 
the dogs. They had the opportunity to romp and play with one anoth-
er. Some dogs went outside and worked on agility skills. Novice 
dogs worked on beginning agility equipment in the air conditioning 
and others worked on obedience skills. Knowledgeable club mem-
bers were available to help with all the activities. CGC and CGCA 
TESTS were held and club members had the opportunity to certify 
their dog as a Canine Good Citizen.

(http://classic.akc.org/events/cgc/training_testing.cfm)

http://classic.akc.org/events/cgc/training_testing.cfm
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoQ3Oz6RRCH4AVmOJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=agility+clip+art&sado=1&n=30&ei=utf-8&fr=spigot-yhp-ffmac&fr2=sg-gac&tab=organic&ri=1&w=181&
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NEW JERSEY DOG FEDERATION REPORT. 
Submitted by Susan Kwiatkowski 

The club held a Lobby Day on June 16th, 2016 with informational tables in the 
Tunnel of the State House. It was held to protect dog owners rights. Peter Guzzo a 
Registered State Lobbyist was to be there to assist during meetings with legislators. 
At the June meeting there was a guest speaker, Valerie Casperite, who spoke on  
the sport of K9Nose Work.  It is becoming very popular because dogs take to it so 
readily. It plays right in to what they do naturally. 

Just a word of caution, I have heard from several folks in agility that they are now 
having dogs go off in search of a scent which they never did before the nose work. 
Remember it’s all about what you want to enjoy with your dog. 
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 A JUNIOR’S POINT OF VIEW 

    Junior Handlers have it rough.  With the constant pressure of competition, constant 
comparison to their peers, conflicting opinions from judges, and criticism from adult 
handlers or parents, it is often hard to be a good sport and keep a smile on your face. 

     After a hard loss everyone has heard that they need to take winning and losing in 
stride, but this is easier said than done.  While it can be tough, it is important, especially 
for junior handlers who represent a new generation, to show good sportsmanship, win 
or lose.  But what does it mean to be a good sport?  We all know we should congratu-
late the winner, but being a good sport goes beyond that.  It also includes what you do 
outside the ring.  In fact, the AKC feels sportsmanship is so important that it has devel-
oped a Code of Sportsmanship.  Juniors (and adults) should read the code and think 
about what it means for them.  For example, is it respectful to run down a judge’s opin-
ion just because you don’t happen to agree with it?  As junior handlers who are just 
beginning our involvement in the dog world, we should keep in mind the requirements 
for judging and respect that judges have many years of hard work and experience be-
hind them.  At some shows, juniors outside the ring can be heard discounting a judging 
decision, saying things like, “Well, the judge only picked her because she was showing 
the judge’s breed,” or, “He only won because he knew the judge.”  When making ex-
cuses for their losses at the expense of others, juniors are robbing themselves of a 
chance to become better handlers by failing to acknowledge that no matter how well we 
do, there is always room for improvement.  Whether the judging is fair or not, I know I 
can still benefit from an honest assessment of my skills and still go up to the judge at 
most shows to ask what I can do to improve.  Recently I began showing a new dog in 
the juniors ring.  We haven’t been doing badly together, but we have not been winning.  
I could say that it is because the winner is more popular or because the judge doesn't 
like my breed, or I can accept that the only thing that will make us a team better 
equipped for the ring is constructive criticism and more practice.

     Just as we shouldn't run down a judge’s decisions, we should not be running down 
our fellow juniors either. We all know that winning is important to any competitor.  No 
one likes to lose.  We all want to smile for the camera and have that perfect win picture 
framed.  At any given show, look through the camera lens for yourself and widen the 
view.  You are not the only junior at the show, and certainly not the only one who will 
not win.  

Keeping this in mind, try to be happy for fellow juniors in whatever situation you find 
yourself, be it winning, losing, or even just watching from the sidelines.  It can be hard 
to remember with all the importance placed on wins and rankings, but you shouldn't 
only look at fellow juniors as competition.  Many of them will be involved with the 
sport for years to come.  Don't just make them your competition; make them your 
friends.  They are competing for the same reason you are.  They paid to have a judge 
give his or her opinion about how well their handling skills match up to those of fellow 
juniors.  If the purpose of Junior Showmanship is to develop a new generation of han-
dlers, breeders, and dog fanciers, then that generation had better develop a positive 
work ethic, not an adversarial one.  Juniors should seek to cultivate friendships that 
accomplish that goal, focusing on forming lifelong bonds while still focusing on im-
provement.  So, while it can be hard to lose, especially if you have gone through a long 
period without winning, remember: you can’t win all the time.  You aren't in the game 
alone and your fellow juniors deserve to win and be rewarded for their efforts as much 
as you do.  Losing is as much a part of the sport as winning; it is how you look at it that 
counts.
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     Good sportsmanship extends beyond losing and handling competition with grace.  
Outside the competition, juniors ought to be helpful and polite to one another.  Rather 
than keeping secrets and withholding information that would give them an advantage in 
competition, they ought to use their knowledge to help other juniors improve and take 
their art to the next level.  Isn't that what you would want done for you?  Juniors also 
ought to go to great lengths to encourage and help newcomers to the sport of Junior 
Showmanship.  They are the future of the sport just as much as more experienced jun-
iors.  If they are expected to stick with it, their Junior Showmanship experience must be 
as positive as possible, offering healthy interactions and friendships with other juniors 
as well as healthy competition. 

      Juniors are not the only ones in the sport of Junior Showmanship who need to prac-
tice good sportsmanship.  Adult handlers and parents must set a good example and 
avoid habits that encourage poor sportsmanship and contention among the ranks of 
juniors.  One problem that comes from adults in the sport is constant comparison.  
Ranking in juniors is designed to give competitors achievements to strive for, but as a 
junior, when adults constantly compare you to whoever is top junior or whoever wins 
most, it can be extremely discouraging.  This comparison of juniors to their peers is 
everywhere.  Aside from being discouraging, it takes the focus away from the actual 
ability to handle a dog and shifts it onto the ability to win.  Rather than focus on ranking 
and wins, adults should be there to provide support for juniors and should be providing 
constructive feedback based on the junior’s own abilities, not how they compare to 
others.  Nothing is more encouraging to a junior than having someone supportive to talk 
to who knows the sport and is willing to help him or her succeed.  If, as an adult, you 
see a junior who is having a bad day, a few kind words of encouragement are sure to be 
appreciated.  At a recent show I was extremely discouraged after my juniors class. It 
made a world of difference to me when a 
professional handler and breeder of many 
years took the time to comment on my per-
formance in the ring, and to tell me that I 
had done a good job, despite my placement.  
However an adult interacts with a junior, it 
should be with the intent of encouraging 
them and building them up as future han-
dlers.

     Juniors are the future of dog sports.  It is 
important that they reflect proper behavior in 
their performance and interactions.  It is just 
as important that adults remember how 
much their input to the sport of Junior Show-
manship can impact young handlers.  If this 
new generation of handlers is going to stick 
with the sport, it is important that the adults 
around them, rather than focus on the com-
parison of wins and rankings, ending up 
prioritizing the wrong values and discourag-
ing juniors, focus on the values of learning 
and improvement, the true values of Junior 
Showmanship.  Whether you are a junior or 
an adult, remember that one kind word can 
go a long way.
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WHY OBEDIENCE? 
BY Susan Kwiatkowski 

In the next series of articles I will be focusing on the exercises trained for the Open 
class. 

Walking into the obedience ring at the Open level can be disconcerting.  After tak-
ing the first step into the ring the leash is handed over to a steward and the dog is 
off leash only under voice control. The handler may no longer lead the dog with 
the collar as was done in the Novice class.  Successfully handling the dog with 
voice command only can be very rewarding. 

The only direct carry forward from Novice is the heel free. In training focus should 
be on improving this exercise and fine tuning the dog’s position in heel. There is 
also a figure eight as in Novice but this is now performed off leash. 

The next exercises are new and involve two types of retrieving, two jumping exer-
cises and a recall where the dog drops to a down position before returning to the 
handler.  As if this wasn’t enough the stay exercises require the handler to be out 
of sight for three minutes while the dog remains in the sitting position followed 
by five minutes while the handler remains out of sight with the dog in the down 
position. 

Open is, generally speaking, the class where the use of a hand signal may be  intro-
duced by the trainer. The jumping exercises require a dog to jump upward and 
return carrying the dumbbell, and lengthen over a broad jump.  The recall is now 
called “ the drop on recall” and this is where a signal may be used to get the dog 
to drop midway between where the dog was left sitting and where the handler 
stands. Also consider that the number of fronts and finishes increases from one 
in Novice to four in Open.  

Experienced handlers who have already trained a dog through utility introduce 
techniques that will be used in the advanced classes when they begin training 
their dog.  

Start out by realizing that the dog has to be introduced to each new exercise gradu-
ally.  Analyze the exercise from beginning to end and break it down into steps. 
Add a step after the dog has mastered the one before.  

Here’s an example of steps used to introduce a dog to the wooden dumbbell: 
Measure the dog to get a correctly sized dumbbell. 
Teach a hold and release. 
Teach the pickup of the dumbbell. Close to the handler at first 

and later at a distance. 
Teach carrying the dumbbell. Teach a straight front with the 

dumbbell. 
Teach the dog to wait while the dumbbell is thrown the proper 

distance  
Teach the command to send the dog to retrieve the dumbbell. 
And after all of the above is completed, remember that the front 

and finish needs to be properly performed. 
More on each of the steps next time. 
Happy Training! 
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2016 EISA Field Trial 

Eastern Irish Setter Association’s 2016 Field Trial and general membership meet-

ing will be held on October 15th and 16th on grounds owned by Kathy Shannon, 

2016 Slate River Mill Road Dillwyn, VA 23936 (32 miles South of Char-

lottesville).  

Susan Sullivan is the chairman. Kevin Culver completed most of the actual plan-

ning. Sandy Jones is the field trial secretary.  

The grounds are consistently groomed and lovely. 

There will be no wrangler. Judges will provide their own horses and Kevin Culver 

and Jesse Chapman will bring back-up horses for the judges.  

The judge’s dinner will be held at Pino’s, an Italian restaurant, in Dillwyn, VA.  

The clubhouse is available for chatting with friends or enjoying the wonderful break-

fasts and lunches created by an EISA club member 

Susan Sullivan will run the dog wagon and help as lineman. Kevin and Jeanne Cul-

ver will judge, plant birds and help throughout the trial.  

It would be wonderful if other EISA members could come and help. 

The EISA Field Trial is a wonderful experience, a chance to meet other Irish set-

ter owners and learn more about this performance event. It is truly beautiful to see 

our red dogs joyfully run through the fields doing what they were born to do.  
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SETTER TAILS

Brando and Marienn reporting from the upper deck 
of the Cape May ferry enroute to Lewes Dela-
ware… nice breeze for 8 o’clock in the morning… 
the sun is shining and we have 17 miles of Dela-
ware Bay to cross…  not many people on board 
and haven’t seen any other fellow canines except 
for our cousin Lacey…

We are sure glad Bob took us for a long walk on land before we boarded so we 
could relieve ourselves since we’re not sure where to lift a leg once the ship 
leaves port and we are only allowed on the outer deck of the ship… why is 
Bob holding our leashes so tightly?   It’s not like we’re going to jump over-
board chasing one of those noisy laughing gulls!   There is a lot of water out 
there and fortunately the waves are pretty tame.    There goes Bob holding our 
leashes closer again.   I wonder if they have lifejackets for us?  Do they have 
Dramamine for dogs?  Ok now we’re heading over to some nice sun chairs and 
hopefully Bob can relax and enjoy the trip with us tied up to him and it’s about 
75 minutes to docking at Lewes Delaware…

Fortunately, Bob relaxed for the rest of our voyage to Lewes and back again to 
Cape May… it was a great experience especially when our waiter brought us 
some goodies from the on board restaurant… let’s do it again!!

Later that weekend we attended our first beach concert with our favorite Cape 
May band – the Sun Dogs – at the Beach Shack / Rusty Nail which is pet-
friendly… it was pretty cool going to a concert  on the beach with Bob and his 
friends and they actually took it pretty easy on those Rum Runners… our serv-
ers made sure we had plenty of ice water but since the sun was going down, it 
was cooling off real nice…we noticed a few labs and some mixed breeds in 
the crowd but we got the most attention and every 10 minutes or so another 
stranger would come over to Bob and ask the usual questions - are they Irish 
Setters?; how old are they?; what are their names? , etc…we have to admit 
Bob has a lot of patience but we 
know he really likes the attention 
we get especially when we turn the 
Irish on…
We are looking forward to the annu-
al Celtic Fest at Historic Cold 
Springs Village July 16 and 17 - 
maybe some of our Irish friends can 
come down and join us!   We are 
also looking forward to the EISA 
Fun Day at Allen’s Farm in Moore-
stown!  Have a great summer!
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COME ONE’ 

COME ALL 
ISCA/EISA AGILITY TRIAL NEEDS 
YOU!!!!! 

This November 11th EISA is hosting the Irish Setter Club 
of America’s Agility Trial. The indoor trial will take 
place at Dream Park in Logan Township, New Jersey. 
Lynne Godshall is the chairman. She asks that club 
members interested in helping contact her at 856-461- 
1389. Workers will be needed on both Thursday the 
10th and Friday the 11th of November. Hosting this 
trial is a fundraiser for EISA to help us finance the 
2017 ISCA National. 

Donations of  GIFT CARDS are needed for the 
worker’s raffle. You may mail them to Susan Sullivan 
1728 Tacoma Road Edgewater, MD 21037 or give 
them to any board of  director’s member. 
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HARVEST CLUSTER BASKET RAFFLE 

As you know, the annual Basket Raffle held in early October at the Har-
vest Setter Specialty Cluster in Connecticut has been a huge money-
maker for our club.  

This year we are once again in need of basket and item donations! 

There are two ways to support the raffle. 

1. Donate those presents that weren’t just right or those wonderful
items that you just can’t use any more. Gift cards and setter themed 
items are always popular. Irish, canning, beach, outdoor cooking, 
healthy cooking items and wine are just a few of the things needed to 
put the finishing touches on baskets that are partially complete. These 
items can be brought to Somerset Hills or the Harvest Cluster. If you 
can’t attend then simply send items to the raffle chair, Fiona Geiser 
1054 Wilson Avenue, Glen Mills, PA 19342.

2. Create your own original basket and bring it to the show.

This is always a fun part of the Harvest weekend. Huge Baskets, Big 
Baskets, Small Baskets, No Baskets, Gift Bags, Gift Cards and all types 
of treasures are welcome. It would be helpful, but not necessary, if you 
could email Fiona (geiserfamily@msn.com) to let her know what you 
plan to donate.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

Sincerely, 

EISA Harvest Raffle Committee 

mailto:geiserfamily@msn.com
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Comhghairdeas Fainne oir ort!

     JULY 4TH, 2016 
GCH Rumraisin Misguided Angel UD, RE, OAP, NJP, MFP finished her 
master fast agility title with a first and a second. 
She obtained two open jumper qualifying scores with two firsts and quali-
fied for the first time in excellent standard achieving a first place. 
She is closing in on her rally RAE title and a Wrightstown she reached leg 
number nine with a first in excellent and a third in open. 

Fiona Geiser reported that CH. Lunn’s Unstoppable at Geiser Glen was 
Best of Breed on July17 under Judge Sharon Lyons at Twin Brooks Kennel 
Club, Morristown, NJ.   Fiona also won Best of Breed – Owner Handler. 
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Editor’s Note 

The Blarney continues as an electronic newsletter. Please continue to send in your 

Summer and Fall wins, news, pictures and setter tails for publication in the Blarney. 

The deadline for submission to the 2016 Fall Blarney is October 12th. We will 

include Somerset Hills, the Harvest Cluster and any agility, obedience and field 

events within that time frame. Anyone who would like to work on the Blarney should 

contact Suz at 443-286- 7713.My great thanks to Fiona for her help and wonder-

ful collages and Alice for her continued ability to put the Blarney together. 

Please don’t forget to donate Gift Cards for the Agility Trial worker’s raffle and Baskets 
and Items for the Harvest Cluster Raffle! 




