
2015 Calendar of Events 

Nov. 6  TBC ISCA Agility Trial  
hosted by EISA 

(fundraiser for 2017  
National Specialty hosted by EISA) 
Dream Park, Logan Township NJ 

Chair: Lynne Godshall 

Nov EISA Board Meeting &  

General Membership Meeting  

after judging (very brief) 

Dec. 26  EISA Holiday Party, EISA General 

Membership Meeting, Election of Officers 

Holiday Party – home of Karen Schwartz;  

Liaison Fiona Geiser  

2016 Calendar of Events 

Feb. 14 EISA Winter Garden Indoor,  

Rye, New York 
Breed & Junior Showmanship Judge: Michael 

Faulkner Sweeps: Paul Reilly 
Show Chair: Susan Kwiatkowski 

Liaison: Anne Marie Kubacz  

Mar. 26  New Brunswick Dog Show, EISA 

Supported Specialty Edison, NJ 
EISA General Membership Meeting, Breed: 

Sweepstakes 

Fall Issue 
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2015 – Officers and Board Members of EISA 

President – Fiona Geiser 

1054 Wilson Avenue, Glen Mills, PA  19342 

geiserfamily@msn.com;  

Tel 610-358-2950    Cell 484-437-8777 

Vice Pres – Lynn Kwiatkowski 

3 Brook Dr., Chester, NJ 07930  

Lynnstar1@yahoo.com  

908-955-7165 Cell: 201-274-6293 

Treasurer – Peter Kubacz 

170 S. Hope Chapel Rd Jackson, NJ 08527 

pkubacz@att.net 

732-367-9658 Cell: 908-770-4271  

Rec.Secy.- Mariette O’Malley  

1 Jeffrey Lane, Cinnaminson, NJ  08077 

mtomalley@comcast.net    Tel  856-829-0936 

Cor.Secy. – AnneMarie Kubacz  

170 S. Hope Chapel Rd 2 Jackson, NJ 08527 

rsetter@att.net 

732-367-9658 Cell: 908-216-2367  

Board of Directors 

Class of 2015 

Susan Sullivan  

1728 Tacoma Rd., Edgewater, MD  21037 

Susansullivan@mac.com;   Cell  443-286-7713 

Brad Porterfield  

66 N. Greenwich Rd., Armonk, NY  10504 

toreddog@aol.com ; Cell 914-261-3807 

Fran Sloughfy  

20 Maple Shade Lane, Fleetwood, PA  19522 

sloughfyc@aol.com; Tel 610-944-3633 

Class of 2016 

Debra Hamilton  

6 Pioneer Trail, Armonk, NY 10504 

dhamilton413@gmail.com;   

Tel   914-273-1095  Cell 914-552-5021 

Patricia Lyons  

1734 Middletown Rd., Glen Mills, PA  19342 

seanpat11@msn.com;  Tel  610-558-0976 

Meghan Sheehan   

131 Pennington-Hopewell Rd., Hopewell, NJ  

08526 

mlsheehan82@gmail.com;  Cell 908-246-6748 

Class of 2017 

Lynne Godshall  

724 Kossuth St., Riverside , NJ  08075 

lyngdsh@aol.com;     

Tel  856-461-1389  Cell 856-986-1345 

724 Kossuth St., Riverside , NJ  08075 

Rick Krasley  

103 Evergreen Ct, Saylorsburg, PA  18353 

hearthsd@ptd.net   Cell 484-239-0041 

Lydia Miller  

10 Butternut Rd., Hellertown, PA  18055 

calidixie@aol.com    Tel 610-838-8532    

Cell 610-730-4588 

mailto:geiserfamily@msn.com
mailto:pkubacz@att.net
mailto:mtomalley@comcast.net
mailto:Susansullivan@mac.com
mailto:toreddog@aol.com
mailto:sloughfyc@aol.com
mailto:dhamilton413@gmail.com
mailto:seanpat11@msn.com
mailto:mlsheehan82@gmail.com
mailto:lyngdsh@aol.com
mailto:hearthsd@ptd.net
mailto:calidixie@aol.com
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EISA Meeting Minutes 

Call to order 

A meeting of Eastern Irish Setter Association was held at Bucks County Kennel Club in 

Erwinna, PA on May 2, 2015. The meeting was called to order at 1:15pm.  Attendees 

included Fiona Geiser, Lynne Godshall, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Rick Krasley, Anne Marie 

Kubacz, Patricia Lyons, Lydia Miller, Mariette O'Malley, Fran Sloughfy, Susan Sulli-

van, Brad Porterfield.   

We have a quorum.   

Members absent: Peter Kubacz, Debra Hamilton, Meghan Sheehan 

Approval of minutes 

The Minutes of the January 11, 2015 Board of Director's meeting were presented by the 

Recording Secretary.  A motion was made and passed for the approval of these Min-

utes. 

Motion to Approve: Anne Marie Kubacz  

Second: Brad Porterfield 

Vote to Approve: The Minutes were unanimously approved. 

Vote to Abstain: None 

Officer Reports (in order of presentation) 

President's Report: The President addressed the topic of selecting a Nominating Com-

mittee, in accordance with the Constitution.  Discussion proceeded about the duties of 

the Committee.  The Board, working together, proposed the following list of members 

to the Committee: 

BOD Members: Anne Marie Kubacz (Chair), Lynne Godshall 

Membership Members: Charles Sloughfy, Debra Krasley, Karolynne 

McAteer 

Alternate Member: Ashley Tripodi 

No Vote was required. 

Corresponding Secretary:  No report as one was given during the corresponding Gen-

eral Membership Meeting.    

Treasurer's Report: No report as one was given during the corresponding General 

Membership Meeting. 

Standing Committees: (in order of presentation) 

Audit Committee:  Pat Lyons announced that work was under way in this matter. 

Blarney:  No report as one was given during the corresponding General Membership 

Meeting. 

Membership: No report as one was given during the corresponding General Member-

ship Meeting. 
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NJ Dog Federation:  No report at this time. 

Nominations: No report at this time. 

Public Relations: No report at this time. 

Supported Entries: No report at this time. 

Trophies: No formal report at this time.  

Events Committees: 

Agility Events: No report at this time.   

EISA Field Trial: No report at this time.  

EISA Fun Day: No report at this time.  

EISA Indoor (Winter Garden Specialties, Rye NY): No report as one was given 

during the corresponding General Membership Meeting. 

EISA Outdoor (Harvest Cluster): No report as one was given during the correspond-

ing General Membership Meeting. 

ISCA National 2017: No report as one was given during the corresponding General 

Membership Meeting. 

New Business: 

A discussion was held about the publication of EISA’s financial reports.  Serious 

concerns were expressed that this information, when included in the Blarney 

or Minutes, was then published on the Internet and available to the public at 

large.  A decision was made that financial information would be provided to 

the BOD and put on file with the Reporting Secretary but the specific balance 

details would not be ―published.‖  This information would be available to 

Members in good standing at their request.   

A preliminary EISA Members Code of Ethics was handed out for the BOD to re-

view and comment on at a later meeting. 

Unfinished Business: 

Constitution: Mariette O’Malley reported that she had one member send comments 

regarding language clarification.  In reading the paragraph, she acknowledge the 

language was confusing and made some adjustment so that the intent of the para-

graph was clear.   

Additional discussion was held about reducing the BOD’s size.  Several Board mem-

bers expressed concern that a reduction would result in a lack of representation of 

the varied interests of EISA.  Other members expressed concern about the ability 

to ontain a quorum to conduct EISA’s business and argued that the current size 

required 20% of the members to be on the BOD and that when the original Con-

stitution was written, BOD positions were held by less than 15% of the member-

ship.  The matter was tabled for further consideration after a straw vote was held.  

BOD members who were in favor of the reduction of 3 Board positions were 6; 

opposed 5 with 3 absent.  
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The Constitution will be reviewed at the July meetings once again with the intent of a 

final presentations to the Membership at Somerset KC and EISA’s general Mem-

bership meeting there.   

Adjournment 

A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting was at 2:23pm . 

Motion to Approve: Suze Sullivan 

Second: Lynn Kwiatkowski 

Vote to Approve (voice vote):  Unanimous 

Vote to Disapprove or Abstain: None 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mariette O’Malley

Recording Secretary

Date of approval: 7/26/15 

From the President  

OUR READY-TO-GO ANYTIME IRISH SETTERS 

I misjudged my dog’s energy level today.  It was the second day of a 

local dog show (Lehigh Valley/Berks) and I assumed that just because I was 

tired, certainly my two-year old dog must be similarly exhausted.    After all, it 

is really tiring to get up at 5 am each morning in order to be at the shows at 7 

am in order to get a decent parking spot near an electrical outlet and view of 

the ring.   So, thinking I was being a compassionate parent, I let up on our 

morning warm up exercises on the second day and ended up with an ener-

getic ready-to-roll dog in the show ring.   I forgot that the suddenly cooler 

September days are actually energizing to our 

Irish.   Rain does not faze them.   I imagine that 

my Irish Setters must think:  “Get over it Mom– 

come on – take a walk with us – don’t you know 

that this is our MOST favorite time of the year.”  

So, I brought out the flannel-lined jeans, warm 

sweaters, water-proofed tennis shoes, and even 

my down parka.   Now we are even; I am just as 

toasty warm as they are.  We are ready to take 

off on our road trips to the many fall activities 

offered by EISA. 
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EISA Fun Day – July 26, 2015  
With Our Absolutely FEARLESS Irish Setters 

at Allen’s Kennel, Moorestown, NJ 

Here’s the proof.  Irish setters will try anything either with 

or without their owners. The Fun Day started at noon with 

a yummy picnic provided by members followed by a short 

EISA General Membership Meeting where three new fami-

lies were inducted into membership.    Lynne Godshall 

then led EISA members and their Irish Setters out to the 

Agility Field to experience competition-

type equipment (for the first time for 

many of the dogs – such as a tunnel).  

Then, the more experienced dogs with 

some agility training were invited to an 

individual run led by their owners.  In-

doors there was an obedience demonstra-

tion of particular interest to the new mem-

bers.  The day was FUN for all!!  
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EISA General Meeting Minutes – Moorestown, NJ 

–July 26, 2015 – Initial Read

Call to order:  A meeting of Eastern Irish Setter Association was held at 

Allen’s Kennels in Moorestown, NJ on July 26, 2015. The meeting was 

called to order at 12:32pm.  Members present Fiona Geiser, Lynne God-

shall, Lynn Kwiatkowski, Rick Krasley, Patricia Lyons, Mariette O'Mal-

ley, Fran Sloughfy, Susan Sullivan, Debbie Krasley, Sandy Ambrogi, Sue 

Kwiatkowski, Bob Fiezet, Anne Smith.  Guests present John Becker, 

Toby Becker, Patty Elliott, Stephanie Blantz, Dave Blantz 

Approval of minutes:  The minutes of the May 2, 2015 meeting that have 

been published in the Summer 2015 Touch O’Blarney were presented by 

the Recording Secretary.  Rick Krasley and Fran Sloughfy motioned and 

seconded, respectively, for approval of the minutes.  Those present at the 

meeting eligible to vote, approved. 

Report of President:  The President reminded the membership that the 

deadline for the Blarney is September 25, 2015 and that Suz Sullivan’s con-

tact information is susansullivan@mac.com or 443-286-7713. 

The president for discussion a proposed “Pirate” theme for the 2017 Na-

tional, see Summer Blarney pgs. 6-8.  Overall feedback is enthusiastic.  

Final decision is slated for Somerset 9/5/15. 

The President expressed the plan to present Constitution for final approval 

at Somerset as well. 

A general statement was made about the relocation of the Field Trial to 

Charlottesville, VA for 9/12-13. 

Report of Corresponding Secretary:  Anne Marie Kubacz sent an updated 

calendar in her absence along with reminders about Morris & Essex and an 

announcement of a Judge change to Elliott Weiss.  A general overview of 

the M&E shows was given to members who had not previously attended.  

General info on Harvest was also provided. 

The EISA Agility event scheduled for 11/16 is looking for workers.  A 

good time was had by all last year but help is always needed.  Please con-

tact Lynne Godshall to sign up. 

mailto:susansullivan@mac.com
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Treasurer’s Report:  There was no Treasurer’s report presented at this 

meeting. 

Membership:  Fran Sloughfy as Membership Chair presented for final ap-

proval the following proposed members: 

John & Taube Becker Family 

Luna Benvenisti-Zarom Family 

Kevin Denny 

Since all three proposed members had attended at Bucks, a motion to ap-

prove was made by Lynn Kwiatkowski; seconded by Sandy Ambrogi and 

unanimously approved.  No Abstentions.  Welcome to all the new mem-

bers of EISA! 

Fran also read in the application of David & Stephanie Blantz who were 

present at this meeting.  They will be eligible for approval at Somerset. 

New Business:   

Blarney – Request for feedback and articles. 

Indoor – Seeking a show Chair, if anyone is interested, please contact 

Fiona. 

Good & Welfare:  There were many, many announcements which ex-

ceeded my ability to write them all down.  Please submit your announce-

ments to Suz Sullivan at susansullivan@mac.com or 443-286-7713.  Con-

gratulations to all! 

Adjournment:  A motion for adjournment was made by Rick Krasley and 

seconded by Lynne Godshall; approved unanimously.   

The meeting was adjourned at 1:58 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Mariette O’Malley 

Motion to Approve 

Motion:        Fran Sloughfy    Second:  Rick Krasley 

mailto:susansulliva@mac.com
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Historical Highlights…………………Fran Sloughfy 

Did you know that the first local Irish Setter club formed was The 
Irish Setter Club of New England, in November, 1928?  The 
Eastern Irish Setter Association was the fourth local club in the 
country.  On the original EISA membership list 24 came from 
New York, 13 from Connecticut, 6 from New Jersey, 3 from Mas-
sachusetts and one each from Iowa and California. 

I was reading a copy of the Eastern Irish Setter Association 50th 
Anniversary Historical Highlights, written by Ed Treutel, who was 
a long time member of EISA.   He served in many capacities,  

including President.  He served on the BOD of ISCA for 15 years, 
and he was President of ISCA from 1976  - 1978.   He was a re-
spected judge.  Ed loved EISA.  

 It dawned on me that many of our membership don’t know much 
about our club  history. 

Ed said on the opening page, ”It has been exciting and enjoyable 
to collect all this information” for his booklet.  He was indebted to 
numerous members:  Frances Conlon, Frances Jensen, Ivan and 
Lenore Klapper, Marion Pahy, Dr. Wolfgang Casper’s files, 
A.Gordon Arns and Roberta Vesley from AKC. 

Ed notes that the sketches included in the booklet were originally 
done for Touch O’Blarney by artists: Harriet Burkart, Dick But-
terer, Luz Hulvenstot, Gloria Quann, Lil Pavlak and Dr. Ted 
Torok. 

The head study on the front cover was drawn for TOB by Fred 
Vanacore.  It is the same head study that graces the cover of 
Touch O’Blarney today.   So when you receive your next issue, 
look at this wonderful drawing, which is historically significant. 
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In October of 1935, a group of Irish Setter exhibitors sat around a 
dinner table discussing how to make dog shows more interesting. 
The idea of having an informal match show for American Bred 
Irish Setters was introduced.  For the purpose of applying to 
AKC, they gave the name The Talmadge Hill Club.  Lee Schoen 
and Mrs. Hortense D. Werden, owners of Kinvarra Kennels, con-
sented to have the show on their lawn.  The judge was Miss M.E. 
Martino, visiting from England.  With an entry of forty-two, it was 
considered a successful venture. 

As a result the group decided to form a regular club.  The first 
meeting was held on January 27, 1936, 

at White Plains, NY, and the name Irish Setter Breeder’s Asso-
ciation was chosen.  Mr. William R. Lubben 

was the first president. 

From that time on the club planned many activities including sev-
eral match shows and sponsoring the classes at all breed shows. 
The club held periodic meetings at which there were a variety of 
presentations on good and bad structure of Irish Setters, how to 
condition a dog for the show ring and several discussions of vari-
ous  health issues.  The club sponsored the classes at North 
Westchester Kennel Club, in June 1937, which drew an entry of 
75. 

The name of the club was formally changed to the Eastern Irish 
Setter Association on June 30, 1937. 

The club applied for and received permission to consider the 
classes at the North Westchester Kennel Club a specialty show, 
on June 11, 1938. EISA has been holding Specialty Shows for 
more than 77 years………. 

I’ll continue with how EISA grew and changed over those first 50 
years………… 

#     #     #     #     # 
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AGILITY In PURSUIT OF THE DOUBLE Q 

FUN 

OBEDIENCE 

U  ME  YOUR TEAM MATE 

SHOWMANSHIP 

There is no I in Double Q –You come to the line as a team and you leave as a team.  If 

either of you are not having fun you must determine why not. 

Go back to the ABC’s of Focus and Attention.  F stands for fun! Determine what your 

definition of fun is and what is your dog’s idea of fun.  If you have not taught your dog 

to watch and check in for information then you are not working as a team. Are you 

rewarding your dog enough for giving correct behaviors?   

Obedience, does it belong in Agility?  YES!  Google it and digest its meaning. All 

sports and games have rules that we must obey.  Does your dog respect you and the 

rules; start line, table, contacts?  Loosely speaking, Agility is a Dance where you are 

leading. You should be the one making the Game Plan.  Is there Game footage to 

watch? 

Conditioning   Are you and your teammate able to maintain a high level of energy dur-

ing the course of a day? Remember, what goes in must come out.  Will the food vendor 

get there in time for coffee, will you need ice, should you use a wet down coat or is 

there a hose? Are the car shades packed? Could I run a mile in my dog’s fur coat?  Are 

you able to point, talk and spin without missing a beat?  Can you really run in crocs? 

Does your dog have an off switch so that they can relax in a crate with other dogs 

around? All of these things must be taken into consideration! 

U  Remember, you and your partner come home at the end of the day and he still loves 

you.  Make sure he wants to go back again tomorrow and play agility?  If we didn’t get 

the green today chances are it was my fault and not his, but I love him for trying. 

Social Experience  Does my dog love life, people other dogs and common potty areas? 

Will they potty when asked and brake off that sniff?  If any of the above criteria are not 

being met is my dog having fun? If not, then maybe you need to rethink your Game 

Plan. Your team may not be ready for Prime Time.   

Happy Trialing 

Lynne, Lady and Christie 
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EISA General Meeting Minutes –  

Somerset, NJ – Sat. September 5, 2015 – Initial Read 

Call to order:  A meeting of Eastern Irish Setter Association was held at Somerset 

Kennel Club in Bridgewater, NJ on September 5, 2015. The meeting was called to 

order at 5:15pm.  Those present are listed on the attached Appendix I.  In addition 

to the members present, a quorum of the Board was also present.   

Approval of minutes:  The minutes of the July 26, 2015 meeting were presented by 

the Recording Secretary and a request for approval was made. 

Motion: Fran Sloughfy  Second: Rick Krasley 

Those present at the meeting eligible to vote, approved unanimously. 

Report of President:  The President emphasized the importance of moving through 

several key issues at this meeting and the re-arranged Agenda in an effort to achieve 

that goal despite the late start of our meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report was minimal since there has been little 

change.  The club is solvent with no bills outstanding as of August 31, 2015.  

Should a member wish additional details of the Treasury, a copy of the last formal 

filed report as of April 30, 2015 may be requested.  The Board has decided against 

public publishing of EISA’s financial information. 

Membership:  Fran Sloughfy as Membership Chair presented for vote the applica-

tions of Dave &  Stephanie Blantz.  They were initially read at the General Mem-

bership Meeting on July 26, 2015. 

Motion: Randy Kubacz  Second: Tina Toohey 

A voice vote unanimously approved the motion.  Welcome David & Stephanie! 

2017 National:  Karolynne McAteer presented the proposed “Pirate” theme for the 

2017 National, see Summer Blarney pgs. 6-8.  Preliminary ideas for this theme and 

artwork by Dawn Secord were presented.   Karolynne opened the floor to other 

ideas or concepts, none were offered.  A vote was then requested on the “Pirate 

theme” as the official 2017 National theme. 

Motion: Anne Marie Kubacz    Second: Randy Kubacz 

Chair people are needed for several committees, more detail and signups will be 

available in the Blarney. Please contact Karolynne McAteer if you are willing to 

help chair or assist.  If you would like to contact the chairperson on a committee 

you wish to work on, please do so asap. 

A tentative schedule has been outlined as follows: 

Mon – Obedience 

Tues – Agility, Symposium, Top 20 
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Weds- Sweepstakes, Veterans 

Thurs- Beginning Judging, Region 1 Hospitality 

Fri- Completions of Judging, EISA Host Party 

Sat – Breed, Annual Awards 

Suz Sullivan will be chairing the Welcoming Committee and is seeking ideas and 
help for the Welcome Bags, please contact her if you would like to assist.  

susasnsullivan@mac.com 

Mariette O’Malley will be chairing the Entertainment/Hospitality events and is 

actively looking for assistants if you would like to volunteer please contact her at 
mtomalley@comcast.net. 

Constitution:  Mariette O’Malley presented the final unresolved issue on the Con-

stitution explaining that the Board was divided, nearly evenly, on the issue of re-

ducing the Board from 14 to 11 members.  As a result, the Board wanted the mem-

bership input on this reduction. 

A lively discussion was held among the members presenting both sides of the issue 

with a number of members speaking up to express their thoughts.  After everyone 

was heard or commented, a simple vote was taken to decide the issue.  A reduction 

of the Board was approved with 19 in favor and 8 opposed. 

A few minor issues were addressed with the Drafts, predominantly clarification of 

the quorum numbers, similar technical corrections.  One last concern regarding the 

timeline for admission of new members and voting was discussed and deemed non-

issue within EISA. 

Final presentation of the Constitution, presented as Proposal #2, was made to the 

membership.  The Constitution, having been emailed, and presented at Bucks Gen-

eral Membership on May , 2015 and emailed and regular mailed, more than 10 

days in advance, for the meeting at Somerset KC on September 5, 2015 was offered 

to EISA’s membership for final approval, subject to the technical corrections pro-

vided. 

Motion: Rick Krasley      Second: Karolynne McAteer 

Approved:  All attending members, listed in Appendix I, except those listed as op-

posed, below. 

Opposed: Pat Lyons, Brad Porterfield 

Trophy Committee:   Anne Marie Kubacz reported for Nancy Salmon that she will 

need to find storage homes for many of the trophies she has stockpiled.  Her living 

situation is changing and she will not have the same space to store items in the fu-

ture.  Anyone who can assist with this, please contact Nancy. 

Field Trial: Suz Sullivan explained the change for the Field Trial site, scheduled 

for September 12, 2015.  We had to give up our site in DE due to increased costs, 

the event will be held near Charlottesville, VA this year.  Our hope is to be rostered 

at the English Setter Club in Medford, NJ for 2016.    An amateur  

mailto:susasnsullivan@mac.com
mailto:mtomalley@comcast.net
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walking stake is available for all Irish Setter newcomers and several of the “expert” 

trailers help with preliminary lessons every year for newcomers.  Lots of fun and 

good times for all, especially the dogs! 

Morris & Essex: Anne Marie Kubacz provided a reminder to enter.  A day of great 

fun and history, wonderful “kickoff” to our Harvest Specialties with a supported 

entry by our club. 

Harvest Specialties Cluster: Debra Hamilton announced that premium lists were 

coming out.  Some great events planned including a wonderful Breeder Education.  

Due to M&E, we expect a strong turnout. 

Agility Event:  Lynne Godshall reported that helpers are needed for setup and 

running of our November 6th event at Dream Park in NJ.  Workers for both Thurs 

and Fri would be great!  This is a fund raising event for 2017 National, please con-

tact Lynne to offer your help. 

Holiday Party: Will be held at Karen Schwartz’s home on December 26, 2015.  

Our annual election and final meeting of the year will be held at that time.  Karen 

emphasized that if someone else would prefer to host, please offer, if not she is 

happy to host it.  It will be Pot Luck, please bring a contribution, details will follow. 

Winter Garden Specialties:  Anne Marie Kubacz announced that some changes to 

the Specialties this year.  One important change, ISCLI will be hosting back to back 

shows on Fri in addition to their Sat Specialty, making it a 4 Specialty weekend!  

Our selected judge for 2016, Michael Faulkner, will be judging for other clubs over 

the weekend which should reduce our overall cost as well.  ISCA will hold their 

Board meeting there on Fri. 

Good & Welfare:  Extensive announcements were made, please see the Blarney 

for the details. 

Adjournment:  A motion for adjournment was made 6:12pm. 

Motion: Peter Kubacz   Second: Suze Sullivan 

Approved unanimously. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Mariette O’Malley 

Note – Please everyone review these Minutes carefully and send me your correc-

tions at mtomalley@comcast.net.  Since I was presenting during this meeting, 

my notes may not be complete.  Thank you Debra for your assistance in these 

Minutes.   
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Appendix I 

Attendance at Somerset KC 9/5/15 

Members 

Linda Dick 

Tina Toohey 

Nancy Salmon 
Jim Salmon 

Fran Sloughfy 
Charlie Sloughfy 

Marge McKay 
Bob McKay 

Debbie Krasley 

Rick Krasley 
Lynne Godshall 

Anne Marie Kubacz 
Lynn Kwiatkowski 

Patty Elliott 
Meghan Sheehan 

Guests 
Betty Graham 

**  Please 

review these 
names care-

fully.  I believe 

I have tran-
scribed the list 

in full, but 
some who 

attended may 
not have 

signed in. 

Randy Kubacz 

Pete Kubacz 
Lydia Miller 

Anne Smith 
Karolynne McAteer 

Pat Lyon 
Brad Porterfield 

Fiona Geiser 

Mariette O’Malley 
Suze Sullivan 

Eileen McDonald 
Karen Schwartz 

Alex Van Meter 
Susan Kwiatkowski 

David Blantz 

Stephanie Blantz 
Peter Brennan 

Debra Hamilton 

FROM the Editor’s Desk 

Please continue to send in your fall and winter wins, news, pictures, reports 

and setter tails for publication in the Blarney. The deadline for submission 

to the 2016 WINTER Blarney is January 15th. It is imperative that con-

tributors honor this due date. Thank you in advance for all of your articles, 

pictures and input!  

I’d like to thank Fiona 

Geiser and Alice 

Kovacs for all their kind 

help. — Suz



16 

A JUNIOR’S POINT OF VIEW 
Alexander Van Meter 

   Everyone knows that junior handlers are the future of AKC conformation 

showing and breeding.  That being said, one might think that everyone would 

love juniors and go out of their way to 

encourage them.  Sadly, this is not the 

case.  Far too often adults do not take 

into consideration how juniors see 

things and the way their behavior can 

affect these young handlers. Because of 

the stress put on most junior handlers, a 

remarkable number of these juniors are 

dropping out of the sport early on and 

we are loosing the handlers of the fu-

ture.   

     One thing I have observed painfully 

often is the constant comparison of 

juniors to their peers.  This idea of 

comparison has been largely influenced 

by junior rankings and the importance 

placed on them, both by adults and 

juniors. Ranking in Junior Showman-

ship is designed to give competitors 

achievements to strive for, but as a jun-

ior, when adults around you constantly compare you to whoever is top junior 

or whoever wins most, it can be extremely discouraging.  Aside from being 

discouraging, it takes the focus away from the actual ability to handle a dog 

and shifts it onto the ability to win.  Rather than focusing on ranking and wins, 

adults should be there to provide support for juniors and should be providing 

constructive feedback based on the junior’s own abilities, not how they com-

pare to others.  Nothing is more encouraging to a junior than having someone 

supportive to talk to who knows the sport and is willing to help them succeed.  

I have experienced this type of discouragement many times myself and what 

made a world of difference to me is when I had people — breeders, handlers, 

spectators, anyone — come up to me afterwards and offer a few kind words.  

However adults interact with juniors, it should be with the intent of encourag-

ing and building them up as future handlers. 
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     Juniors also face lots of criticism from all angles and when under pressure 

to measure up to their peers and their own expectations, this can cause them to 

become extremely discouraged.  While constructive criticism is great and most 

everyone knows there is always room for improvement, sometimes it is best to 

leave the criticism for a later time.  For as many times as I have been encour-

aged by the kind words of an adult by the Junior Showmanship ring, I have had 

my share of people offering criticism.  As a junior, when I am under pressure 

and have had a bad day, sometimes it is almost more than I can take to hear 

even more people tell me what I did wrong or what I can improve on.  While I 

know that these comments are meant to help me improve, when I  

already think to myself that I did a million things wrong or could improve a 

million different things about my performance, it is more discouraging than 

anything to hear people tell you the same thing.  Please use discretion when 

providing criticism for juniors.  Everyone has a bad day occasionally, and 

when they do, they could be just a day away from their best performance.   

      Even better than offering constructive criticism to a junior handler would 

be to take he or she aside later and have a practice session where you can 

watch them work with their dog and give them pointers about their breed pres-

entation and their performance outside the ring.  Actually working one on one 

with a junior like this is an excellent way for them to receive feedback and, if 

done the right way, can be much more encouraging.  I know I am always ap-

preciative when someone experienced in the sport is willing to take the time to 

look at my handling and provide me with feedback.  Sometimes it isn't even 

the feedback that helps the most.  When you do this, or encourage juniors in 

any other way, you are giving them the message that they are an important part 

of the breed community and that what they are doing does matter to someone, 

even in moments of discouragement.  This is the message that adults should be 

sending junior handlers.  

     As an adult, if the fact that junior handlers are the future of our sport means 

anything at all to you, please look around for ways that you can support the 

juniors in your life.  Your contribution can be as simple as a few words of en-

couragement, but know that whatever it is you do, it does help.  Junior handlers 

are only as good as the people they have behind them.  If they have a strong 

community there to teach and uphold them through the good times and the bad, 

they are ensured a bright future as the new generation of fanciers, breeders, and 

handlers. 
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2015 EISA Field Trial

Eastern Irish Setter Association’s 2015 Field Trial was a success! 

Susan Sullivan was the chairman but Kevin Culver did most of the actual 

planning. Sandy Jones was the field trial secretary. This year we were able 

to secure Field Trial grounds owned by Kathy Shannon, 2016 Slate 

River Mill Road Dillwyn,VA 23936 (32 miles South of Charlottesville).  

The grounds were freshly groomed and lovely. This year the weather was 

cooler and close to perfect for dogs and handlers.  

Our judges were Cory Roy, Brian Frattaroli, Tracy Faber, Jesse Chap-

man, Kevin Culver and Gregg Nicholson.  
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There was no wrangler. Judges had their own horses and Kevin Culver and 

Jesse Chapman brought back up horses for the judges.  

The judge’s dinner was held at Pino’s, an Italian restaurant, in Dillwyn, VA. 

The clubhouse was available for chatting with friends or enjoying the won-

derful breakfasts and lunches created by Lynne Godshall. 

Susan Sullivan ran the dog wagon and helped Jerry Threadgill as lineman. 

Kevin and Jeanne Culver judged, planted birds and helped throughout the 

trial. Friends and participants filled in helping where needed. 

The EISA Field Trial is a wonderful experience, a chance to meet other 

Irish setter owners and learn more about this performance event. Everyone 

enjoyed a fun-filled but strenuous weekend. It was truly beautiful to see our 

red dogs joyfully run through the fields doing what they were born to do.  
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WHY OBEDIENCE 
By Susan Kwiatkowski 

Coming into the world of Irish Setters back in 

the Sixties, I was informed by the pundits of 
the time that an obedience trained dog 

wouldn't be able to be shown in the breed 

ring or in field trials on more than one occa-
sion. Of course the next question by a novice 

was Why Not! 

 The answers varied but usually it was that 

the dog will sit when it has to stack or it’s a 
good way to kill their spirit or better yet ,they 

won't range. 

These folks truly believed it. In fact, the op-
posite is true. Our  beautiful red coats love 

the challenge and their active brains not only 
enjoy it but in some cases need it. Working in 

several disciplines at the same time can be 
accomplished.  

Obedience is the foundation on which to 

build all other types of training. Think about 
it.  Have you seen an out of control puppy in the ring that makes you want to 

cringe. They’re over the top and no longer puppy cute. Bet they never had any obe-
dience training. How about the field dog that doesn't have a recall so the search for 

birds turns into a search for the dog. Try training a dog in agility with no control – 
impossible.  

Obviously, there are methods to be used when simultaneously training a dog in 

multiple disciplines and an experienced trainer will have  an easier time . However, 
if the general wisdom is to avoid obedience training because it introduces problems,  

we are placing limits on our best friends growth and accomplishments.  You can 
teach an old dog new tricks but is takes longer and it is harder. 

I realize there are other reasons why owners don't train in multiple disciplines at the 
same time such as lack of time, cost, or not having available classes for training in 

multiple disciplines but I encourage anyone with a puppy or young dog to give it a 

try. You'll be surprised that it's not that difficult and the rewards are well worth the 
effort. 
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EISA Supported Specialty  
2015 Morris & Essex Dog Show 

Thursday October 1, Colonial Park, Somerset NJ

An Irish Setter won Best in Show at the first Morris & Essex Dog Show 

in 1927.   Most of us recognize his name, CH Higgin’s Red Pat, because many 

of our Irish Setters are descended from him as well as from CH Milson O’Boy 

who won Best in Show in 1935.   To carry on this long tradition, EISA members 

make the trek every five years to Morris & Essex to show the best of our newest 

generation.  For a day, we step back to the dog show traditions of over 50 years 

ago dressing up in our finest clothes with our impeccably groomed dogs.   We 

enjoy the box lunch that is provided to all of the competitors in the similarly im-

peccably groomed Colonial Park in Somerset, New Jersey. To read more about 

Morris & Essex History go to:  http://www.morrisandessexkennelclub.org 

You can find the 2015 Irish Setter results by Judges Patty Fanelli and Elliott 

Weiss at: http://infodog.com/results/results.htm?

http://www.morrisandessexkennelclub.org
http://infodog.com/results/results.htm?evno=2015519401&bno=14400&sdt=09/05/15&edt=10/05/15
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 Harvest Cluster 2015, Vernon, CT 

EISA Specialty – Friday Oct. 2, 2015

Despite the rain, wind and cold the EISA’s Harvest Cluster Specialty went off 
without a hitch. EISA members were everywhere pitching in to ensure its suc-
cess. Anne Marie Kubacz and Brad Porterfield helped entrants get set up in the 
appropriate places.  Mariette O’Malley and Lynne Godshall, with the help of 
many others, prepared delicious warm meals.  Meanwhile, Fiona Geiser, Susan 
Sullivan and Debra Hamilton set up the basket raffle while Karolynne McAteer 
arranged the trophies and served as ring steward.  Everyone had fun and the 
Irish setters werebeautiful for Judges Jan Ziech and James Covey.
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Comhghairdeas Fainne oir ort! 

Pat Lyons announces: 

Seanpat Morna JH was BOW and OHBOB at Tioga Kennel Club on Sunday August 16, 
2015 under breeder judge Maureen Day 1 pt. 

Rick and Debbie Krasley are excited to announce: 

Fyrethorn It's Elementary,  "Teddy," finished his championship at Lackawanna 
Kennel Club Show on July 25th by going WD, BOW and BOS.  Only 20 months 

old, Teddy has since earned 2 Grand Champion points.  Always owner-handled by 
Rick, Teddy was bred by Char lie and Fran Sloughfy. 
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Susan Kwiatkowski announces: 

Hurray! Calypso finished her Grand Championship at Twin Brooks in July as BOS. 
She also finished her agility Excellent Fast preferred title & her Open Standard 

preferred title in two weekends. She is also known as GCH Rumraisin Misguided 
Angel CDX RE AXFP OAP NJP CGC. 

Hats off to Calypso’s sister, CH Rumraisin Smoke on the Water BN. Athena 
earned her second leg in Rally Novice and her first obedience Novice leg at Morris 

Hills in August.  

Debra Hamilton congratulates: 

Her dog, Athena, and obedience trainer/ handler, Sue Kwiatkowski, for back-to-
back High in Trials in obedience at the Harvest Cluster.  
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NOLLAIG SHONA DUIT!!! 

 You are invited to EISA’s Holiday Party and General Membership 

Meeting 

WHEN: Saturday, December 26TH 

WHERE: Karen Schwartz’ Home 

 61 Pennington Court 

 Delanco, NJ 08075 

Liaison: Fiona Geiser 

PHONE#: 732-233-5000 

GIFT EXCHANGE GAME- $20.00 LIMIT 

FOOD CONTRIBUTIONS: Contact Karen Schwartz 732-233-5000 

A general membership meeting and election of officers will be 

held. 

Athbhliain faoi mhaise dhuit! 




